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a title page and table of contents for the last 
volume, accompanies the present number. 
In asmall part of our impression, Mr. Madison, 


instead of Mr. Monroe, was said to be dangerously ill. 
We are glad to hear that the latter was recovering. 








Irrus. On the retirement of the vice president, gen. 
Smith, of Maryland, was elected president of the senate, 
re. 


) 4 toes A Hamilton, of New York, was charged with 
athe duties of secretar 


of state, until a regular appoint- 
fnent and induction should be made. 

... Sohn Randolph has declined a re-election to-congress, 
Derause of ill health—says the Richmond Enquirer. 

The senate adjourned on Wednesday Jast, sine die. In 
the sitting on Monday, the message of the late president, 
trensmitting the instructions to the Panama mission, was 
restored from the legislative journal to the executive 
journal, and a motion to print it negatived. 

Mr. Clay, because of the bad state of the direct road 
home, arrived at Baltimore in the afternoon of the 14th 
instant, and during the evening was called on by a great 
multitude of the people. He was invited to remain and 
partake of a public dinner, but declined it because of pre- 
vious arrangements. Such an entertainment was given 
to him at Frederick on Wednesday last. 

It is proper to mention, for a preservation of the facts; 
that gen. Jackson did not call upon president Adams— 
and that Mr. Adams gave not his attendance at the in- 
stallation of president Jackson. 

The New Hampshire election just held, has resulted 
in the choice of governor, members of eongress, &e. 
friendly to the present administration. Mr. Pierce is 
elected governor by a majority of not less than 2000, 

We notice a few appointments by the president 
and senate since our last list—but expecting a complete 
and corrected return, we have not inserted them. It may 
be proper to mention that Mark Dennell was appointed 
collector of York, Maine, not Vew York. 

C# The ‘National Journal” of yesterday, (March 
20), contains the “general instructions” to Messrs. An- 
derson and Sergeant, appointed ministers of the United 


States to the congress of Panama, which fills cight and a 
half of the capacious columns of that paper—to be ftol- 


TP OLE PP 
. [What better proof than this, would an anti-tariffite 
desire of the ‘‘eatortion” of our manufacturers? What 
better evidence of “:monofoly” than this fact, that [60,060 
datlars worth of their goods are shipped to meet British 
competition in the Pacific? But the subject is too serious 
and interesting to be treated ironically. These goods are 
preferred, and are cheaper than the British; and the 
quantity carried out in the Lafayette may represent 
nire than 100,000 dollars of bread-stuffs and meats ex- 
ported, im a much improved and more profitable state. | 





Vermont. The fourth trial for the election of a 
member of congress, took place in the fifth congressional 
d'strict of Vermont, on the 2d inst. and is reported again 
to have resulted in no choice. [Wat. Inte? 

bite 





MULBERRY TREES AND SILK worms. We have been 
favored with a copy of a work just published at Boston, 
with the following title: 

*sA methodical treatise on the cultivation of the mul: 
berry tree, and on the raising of silk worms, and on wind- 
ing the silk from the cocoons. United to an accurate 
description of the winding mill. With plates. Abridg- 
ed from the French of M. de la Brousse: with notes and 
anappendix. By William IL, Vernon, of Rhode Island.” 

We have looked over this work with much pleasure. 
So far as we are informed on the subject, these things 
are practically treated; and it will serve asa valuable 
and necessary appendix to the scientific report ot the 
late secretary of the treasury. It is divided into chapters, 
each seemingly containing a plain treatise of the partica- 
lar spoken of—which is rendered so simple that, we 
think, every one may understand it. The whole is well 
arranged by Mr. Vernon, and his notes are highly inte- 
resting; andl we hope that it may be extensively cirtlated 
among the “cultivators of the soil,” to whom Mr, ¥. 
has dedicated it. The vulume is such a one as we have 
much desired to see. We look for a similar work on 
the cultivation of the vine, which we know is in a state of 
preparation by a like competent hand. That we shall 
wear our ewn silks and drink our own wines, in a short 
period of years, must be expected—the progress of the 
‘foreign demand for the present products of our agricul} 
[teres is not proportioned to the increase of oir popula- 

tion,—which; more and more, must depend upon its own 








lowed in the *‘Journal” of to-day, with a copy of certain 
parts of the journal of the senate, in secret session, by 
which these instructions were restored from the execu- 
tive to the legislative journal. This proceeding relieved 
Ahe instructions of aught that had a confidential character, 
and the editor of the “National Journal” caused them 
to be copied for hisown use, through permission of the 
secretary of the senate, always granted, we believe, as 
to public papers, when asked. 

he lateness of the hour at which we received a copy 
of these instructions, and their great length, forbids 
further notice of them in the present sheet. 
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Another paper-money manufactory, of New York ori- | 
gin, called the New Jersey Manufacturing and banking 
company of Hoboken, has ceased operations, and its rags 
were selling at 20 cents in the dollar, as marked and 
stamped upén them. Stephenson is not the worst man 
in New Yerk, perhaps, who has been concerned in dank- 
me! 


Resources or Battrmore. The ship Lafayette, 
Hardie, which cleared at the custom house yesterday, 
(says the American), for the Pacific ocean, carries out a 
cargo worth upwards of one hundred and sixty thousand 
lotlars. It consists chiefly of domestic cotton goods, 
auch the larger portion of which has been made at the | 
mantifacturing establishments in the vicinity of Baltimore. 
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resources for the supply of its luxuries—or wants. 


BRITISH PROFITS. The import of raw cotton inté' 


Great Britain, for the year ending 5th of January, 1828, 
accoriing to the official valuation— 

Amounteil tO... cee cece cercccec eee + + £8,963, 683 12 
While the exports for the same period of 


cotton manufactures, including yarns, 

exclusive of the imports of cotton 

cambrics from India, amoufited to ...34,700,914 16 9 
Leaving as profiton wages, for the ma- 

nufacture thereof,......... 000000 eb 25,737,256 15 8 

Equal to......... ++ eee++$114,387,807 26 

[Seventy or eighty millions, of the 114 gained, repre- 
sents British food exported, at more than treble the 
price which it generally bears in the countries supplied 
with such goods, from which bread and meat will not be 
taken in exchange, except to prevent semi-starvation. 

But the 114 millions does not shew the whole differ- 
ence—the value of the cotton consumed in Great Britain 


' should be added. 


Is it wonderful, that, to prevent a rival in this migiity 
business, Britain should oppose that protection in the 
United States, which built up ber own establishments? 
But a liberal spirit would not make such opposition. } 

Britis *‘rrer Trane.” ‘The following frota Bett’s 
Weekly Messenger shews that British free trade doe- 
trines are marufactured only for foreign use. Ina state 
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of severe privation for bread, there is an earnest looking 
a-head to the effect of a supply which shall keep down 

price. How impudent, that those who speak harshly 
of the exclusion of zheir calicoes, through protecting duties, 
should thus express themselves as to supplies of our 
wheat! 

‘If we compare the corn market at the present mo- 
ment, and the importations of foreign grain, with the the- 
ories and the. pamphlets of Mr. Jacob, the contrast is 
very remarkable. According to Mr. Jacob’s doctrine, 
there was scarcely any thing to import from the Baltic 
provinces—the plains of Poland and Pomerania hay- 
ing been struck with sterility, and gone out of cultivation 
by the working of the exclusive system of Great Britain. 

ut if we look-at the corn returns, it appears that up to 
the present time, five hundred thousand quarters of wheat 
have been imported; and it is believed, that from the ex- 
tensive purchases of capitalists, that a million of quarters 
moore will be introduced into our markets in the course 
of the year. Not only dues Germany, but the United 
States of America are about to plant the full breast of 
their exuberance to the famished lips of their parent, and, 
with a sort of Grecian piety, to feed us out of their own 
overflowing garners. 
misWe are not disposed to deny that all this looks re- 
markably well, and, perhaps, at the present moment, the 
importation may be required; but how will it work against 
the next harvest? Will not the great capitalists possess 
themselves of immense quantities of corn, imported duty 
free under the present prices, and keep it, after it has 
been cleared out of the warehouses, for the next year? 
And should the coming season be a season of abundance, 
how dreadfully will the landed interests suffer from the 
competition of foreign corn unchecked by any duty in the 
home market.” 

ApnsurpiTiEs. Because of the presence of an Ame- 
rican squadron in the archipelago, and of a report that a 
treaty between the United States and Turkey was under 
discussion, we see many speculations in the European 

pers on the probability that our navy will lend its aid 

or the reduction and oppression of the Greeks, with ex- 
pressions of astonishment that a nation so highly civilized 
as our’s, should engage in a matter so barbarous, and 30 
forth!—Now this is not so much to be wondered at, when 
many inhabitants, and, perhaps, citizens of the United 
States, though of recent date, oftentimes said, and really 
believed, that the present president of the United States 
would not be warm in his seat, before he despatched an 
army (to march by land, it may be!} for the liberation 
of Ireland. Neither party to such absurdities being sen- 
sible that the affairs of our country are managed in pur- 
suance of law; and that no act has yet passed to enslave 
the Greeks by the navy, or liberate the Irish by the 
army! 


Toasts. Ata public dinner in Boston, on the occa- 
ston of the inaguration of general Jackson, Harrison G. 
Otis gave the following toast. 

‘*Homage to the constitution, manifested in respect to 
its chief tunctionary—may New England conquer his 
esteem, as he conquered the public enemy, by meeting 
him more than half way.” 

The tollowing was offered by lieut. White, of the 
pa _— 

Having weathered away the shoals by keeping to the 
Southard last cruise, we will, with confidence, trust to 
a Branch pilot on the next. 

Prracy. We have a horrible account of a piracy com- 
mitted on the brig Attentive, capt. Crozer, of Boston, 
a few hours sail from Matanzas, on her way home, and 
of the poe murder of all the crew except one man, 
the 2nd mate, who concealed himself. The narrative is 
thus given by this person, Alfred Hill, before the U. S. 
commercial agent at Matanzas, on oath. 

After describing the sailing of the vessel on the 22nd 
Feb. and the crew consisting of the captain, two mates, 
gseamen and a cook—he says——‘‘Off point Yacos, was 
poarded and brought to by a piratical schooner, of about 
60 or 70 tuns burthen, full of men, armed with cutlasses, 
and having two large guns, who ordered the boat to be 
Iqwered and sent on. board of the schooner, which was 





I 
done, having on beard eapt. Crozer and two men, Jo 
Blanday and John Robinson: that as soon as the boat got 
along side of the schooner, a number of men jumped on 
board, took out the two seamen, and immediately shoved 
lang side the brig and boarded her, and ordered al} 
hands, except the captain, into the fore peak, after shut- 
ting the scuttle over, they waited about ten minutes, and 
ordered all hands on deck again; that at this time, he 
the said Alfred Hill, was stowed away amongst the cargo 
for the purpose of secreting himself; that the erew were 
called on deck separately; that he then heard a heavy 
groan from the captain, and heard him distinetly repeat 
these words, ‘‘Lord have mercy on my soul!” and heard 
a scuffling on deck, and groans of the people; that after 
the noise had ceased, they commenced searching, as he 
supposed, for money, that about 4 o’clock in the after- 
noon, they knocked out her bow port, whep she immedi- 
ately began to fill with water. Hearing a noise on deck 
at the time, he supposed that the pirates had not left her 
and was afraid to go upon deck; that having discovered 
the noise to proceed from the flapping of the sails, after 
having remained below until twilight, he went upon deck 
and pot some blankets, with which he endeavored to stop: 
up the bow port, but found it no use, as the foree of the 
sea washed them in again; that he then filled the topsails, 
to endeavor, if possible, to get her back into the harbor; 
that about three miles and a half from the shore she sunk, 
About 10 o’clock, the wind being on shore, with the as- 
sistance of a plank, he succeeded in getting ashore about 
4 o’clock the following morning, and continued walking 
along shore as far as he could; that he then went toa 
house, where they gave him an order to go to Mr. Ro- 
bert Perry, where he dined; that from thence he went 
to the plantation of Mr. Eschevarria, where he slept last 
night, from whence he this morning came to town; that 
the brig was overhauled and boarded between 12 and 1 
o’clock of the day of their leaving port, and that the pi- 
rates left her as he supposes, between 4 and 5 o’clock in 
the afternoon; that after coming on deck he discovered 
marks of blood near the rail way, and pieces of watches, 
&e. and wearing apparel strewed about the cabin and 
deck; that he has no doubt from the noise he heard and 
the appearance of blood, that the captain and crew were 
murdered. 


‘**Thus done and protested betore me, the day and year 
herein before written. 


**Witness my hand and seal of office, hereunto affixed, 
(24th Feb. 1829.) ) 
LEWIS SHOEMAKER.C, C, A. U.S. A. 
EC_}>There is strong reason to believe that the “New 
Priscilla of Salem,” has also been robbed and her whole 
crew murdered—being seen on the Key Sal Bank, par- 


tially dismantled, and without any person appearing on 
board. 


These incidents had caused much sensation at Havana, 
and the governor general of Cuba has issued a proclama- 
tion offering a reward of $5,000 for the capture of the 
piratical schooner and all or two-thirds of her crew.— 
$2,000 for the schooner alone, and $250 for each and 
every one of her crew. 


Drep, at Quincy, capt. Amos Lincoln, formerly of Bas- 
ton, aged 75 years, and uncle of the governors of Massa- 
chusetts and Maine--a patroit and soldier of the revolu- 
tion—he was one of the intrepid band who consigned the 
tea to the ocean in 1774—-and commanded a company af 
artillery during the first years of the revolution. 

at Oxford, Mass. lieut. Ebenezer Peabody, aged 
87--a soldier in the ‘‘French war,” and in the revolu- 
Jutionary from 1775 to 1780. He assisted in the capture 
of Kurgoyne, and was in the expedition of gen. Sullivan 
against the Six Nations. He was-on the pension list of 
wounded soldiers. 

in the poor house at Stonington, Con. Amos Brown, 
aged 88, and Joseph Cook, aged 102 years—both soldiers 
of the revolution. The latter fought at Braddock’s de- 
feat—at Monmouthand at Yorktown. 

at Schenectady, N. Y. col. Henry R. Teller, aged 


' 64—alsn a soldier in the revolutionary war, though young 


at its beginning. 
at Limerick, Ireland, aged 86, the rev. Dr. B. 


O’Brien, a knight of Malta, and chaplain to Lonis 16th 
and 18th and Charles 9th, of France, 
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— lately, in England, Mrs. Custis, aged 103, and 
Mrs. Jackson 106; the latter resided all her life in the 
. age of Holbeck, near Leeds. 
___-- in Hartland, Vermont, 10th Jan. col. George Den- 
srson, aged 77—an active soldier of the revolution; and 
4 settler in Vermont in 1779. | 
> —, near Louisville, Ky. on the 19th ult. col Rich- 
d Taylor, in the 84th year ofhisage. He was among 
he first settlers of Kentucky, and a faithful soldier of 
“the revolution. 








 Srepsenson, the London banker, has arrived at New 
Work, being brought thither in a pilot boat from Savannah, 
Wrom whence he was carried by brute force. On reaching 
New York, he appears to have been placed in the custody 
Mof the high constable, Hayes, at whose house he was se- 
‘cretly kept. The fact, however, beeame known, and a 
Viabeas corpus was allowed, returnable on Tuesday last at 
o’elock, and the **Commercial Advertiser” of that day, 
na ‘‘post-script—2 o’clock,” gave the following account 
the proceed ings— 
“We have just returned from a scene of as much excite- 
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ent as we ever recollect to have witnessed. 
Early this morning it was known that a writ of habeas | 
orpus was issued last evening by the recorder, in behalf | 
mf Rowland Stephenson, supposed to be detained in cus- 
ody, without due process of law. Accordingly there was 
an unusual buz and stir about the City Hali, at an early 
10ur. 
The recorder was informed soon after 10 o’clock, that 
2 return would be made to the writ at 1 o’clock. But| 
ong before that hour, the recorder’s office was crowded 
lmost to suffocation, by citizens as well as gentlemen of 
Ahe profession. 
Punctually at the hour appointed, Hays came in with 
latt, one of the sheriff’s deputies, who, we had already 
been informed by the sheriff, had him in custody on a 
ivil process. Stephenson looked pale and dejected, but 
has the air of a gentleman, and every appearance of great 
nildness, and benevolence of character. 
| Messrs. Patterson, May, Wylie, and an another 
Yentlemen, appeared as counsel for Mr. Stephenson. 
Messrs. Ward aud Hoyt, as counsel for Mr. ex-sheriff 
Warkins, and Mr. Peter A. Jay, in behalf of the British | 
“ronsul and Mr. Goodhue. 
> The writ having been handed to the recorder, Mr. 
Pheriff Shaw produced a capias against the prisoner, at 
The suit of ex-sheriff Parkins. No objection being made 
o his discharge from the custody of Hays, the recorder 
pronounced him at liberty—so far as the Aabeas corpus 
“gould benefit him; but, said the recorder, as he held the 
Wapias in his hand, ‘1 cannot discharge him from this.” 
| Mr. Shaw then took charge of the person of Stephen- 
on; and 
Mr. Robert Emmet now rose upon a chair, and ad- 
lressed the multitude, with a view of allaymg the excite- 
ment. He said he was authorised by Mr. Stephenson to 
y, that so far as the British consul was concerned, and 
Ir. Hays also, he had no complaint to make, either of 
li treatment or otherwise. 
Mr. Wylie then turned to the multitude, and said that | 
be statement of Mr. E. was considered by the counsel 
or Mr. Stephenson as altogether gratuitous. 
Some collision of words took place between the gentle- 
hen, when Mr. Emmet repeated what he had said. 
Mr. Wylie and Mr. May now consulted a few moments 
ith Mr. Stephenson. 
Mr. Patterson made a few remarks, hinting at a dark 
ature in the transaction—the blame of which rested upon 
ome gentlemen. 
Mr. Jay replied pretty sharply, and a sharp contest of 
ords ensued, during which the recorder several times 
terposed to allay the excitement. Mr. Patterson was 
heered several times. 
Here the British consul addressed the assembly, stat- 
g that upon his word as a gentleman, he had no connec- 
on with the removal of Stephenson. He received a let- 
t from two marshals of Savannah, apprising him of the 
cizure of S. in consequence of which he went on board 
e Savannah when she arrived. 
He accompanied him to Mr. Goodhue’s and saw him 
‘cre lastevening. Advised him to go to Mr. Hays’ 
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puse, as he would be kindly treated there. He was hos- 








pitably used at Mr. Goodhue’s, and they drank wine 
together. ‘Ihe consul said, he admitted that he had sent 
a letter and affidavit to Savannah to have S. arrested; but 
that he had given him a pledge to save his life. He felt 
as much commisseration for his situation asany man could 
do. 

Mr. Emmet now interposed in behalt of Mr. Good- 
hue, who stood beside him, and who solemnly disclaim- 
ed any participation in the arrest of S. or the means 
adopted tor that purpose. 

Mr. Wylie then stated, that he was authorised by 
Mr. Stephenson to declare, that he had been treated in 
a most ruffian-like manner. 

Yes, said Mr. Patterson that is what we are coming 
to— 

Mr. Wylie: Mr. Stephenson says that he was arrested, 
and dragged from his bed, in. the night, by five men, 
armed with pistols-—— 

Mr. Stephenson—and swords also. 

Mr. Wylie. By five men, armed with pistols and 
swords, and, in this manner kidnapped and dragged on 
board of a vessel—on board of which also, he has been 
bound and treated with ruffian violence. [A shudder 
ran through the crowd. } 

Mr. May now rose to address the eople; but the re- 
corder entreated silence, and the sheriff ordered the 
room cleared. 

Mr. Shaw now took Mr. Stephenson by the arm, 
and he was led away to the debtor’s prison, on the civil 
process before-mentioned. 

The excitement was very great. There was but one 
feeling that an unlawful and violent trespass had been 
committed, expressed by all the citizens present. It 
was understood that Stephensou’s counsel would take 
proper measures todo justice to him and the violated 
laws of the country.—When he went off with the she- 


riff, the crowd, considering its density, retired with great 
good order. 








§C_7>We cannot have any friendly feelings for this 
fugitive Englishman—he deserves severe punishment, 
if guilty of the enormous depredations on his fellow men 
with which he is charged—and we hope that it will be 
meted to him, to prevent the commission of new offences, 
and for the sake of the example; but there are prinei- 
ples involved in the proceedings against him of most dan- 
gerous te dency, and which every friend of the laws 
seems called upon to resist. The authority to arrest him 
at Savannah ‘s not shewn; and, if it was lawful to detain 
him there, the kidnapping and transportation of him to 
N.York, with his after concealment, has the appearance of 
an insufferable violation of justice. ‘The British consul 
has disavowed all connection with his removal. Who- 
soever caused it, we hope, will be fully punished. The 
plea against the miserable man is on account of debt. 
He may be innocent—and, at least, mustbe so regarded 
until proved guilty. ‘The British would not allow a 
proceeding of this sort; and we trust that there is enough 
of public spiritin New York to maintain the majesty of 
the laws. 

Stephenson appears worn out with anxiety and fatigue" 
weeping freely when he speaks of his wife and children, 
and almost prepared to meet any fate that is in store for 
him. Heis about 55 years of age. Lloyd, his former 
clerk, was not with him. 

In the case of this man, the London Times of the 8th 
Jan. says—‘Notwithstanding the passengers in the 
streets of London were stunned with the cries of hawk- 
ers, announcing the particulars of the capture of Stephen- 
son, it seems to be believed, though it is not certain, 
that he has escaped to America; and the next inquiry 
is, whether the government of the U. States will 
give him up. Clearly not. ‘There is no treaty which 
binds them and us to a reciprocal surrender of moral or 
legal delinquents; and such treaty being non-existent, he 
has violated no law in America. There, therefore, he 
has a right to shelter, and to the usual security of persons 
living in peace in the country which they iohabit. At 
least such is our view of the subject, and we believe ra- 
tional men will concur with us. ‘ 

There is nota subject of greater delicacy in the public 
law of nations, than that which regulates the state of fu- 
gitives from one country to another. ‘The line which 
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separates criminal from political offences is, in many 
cases, arin ce ab and if men, upon a principle of 
morals, are to seized and given up for the farmer, it 
will not be long before all the latter shall be, by expla- 
nations and glosses, drawn within their character and 
circumscription, and then, as Gibbon justly observes, the 
whole world would be but one great prison—there would 
be no escape from tyrannic power, whether exercised by 
single despots, by aristocratic combinations, or by tri- 
umphant rebels. 
Further accounts. 

The New York papers of Wednesday give many ad- 
ditional particulars as to the case of Stephenson. He ap- 

ears to have been captured and abducted at Savannsh, 
in a ruffian-like, as well as an unlawful manner, by arm- 
ed men, without shewing any writ or legal process, and 
in the “dead of the night;”? and we see by the southern 
papers that the outrage had caused no little excitement 
at Savannah. A steam boat was despatched after the 
kidnappers, but unhappily did not fall in with them. 
Qn arriving at New York, the boat was visited by the 
British consul, Mr. Buchanan, followed by Hays, the 
high constable, who took Stephenson in charge. He 
was released from the custody of Hays, as stated above, 
but arrested ona plea of debt, and so remains at present. 
"Phe Parkins named is the ex-sheri#f of London, but now 
in New York. , 

A writ was issued to arrest the master and crew of the 
pilot boat—but they escaped with their ressel. ‘The mas- 
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ter was to receive 500 dollars for his agency in this af- 
fair, and the kidnappers earned the 1500 offered for the 


delivery in New York-- the £1000 offered in England is | 


ouly to be paid on his delivery in that country; and an 
attempt wil possibly be made to smuggle him off, but, 
we think, without much prospect of success, in the pre- 
sent justly roused and indignant state of the public feel- 


ing. 
We cannot go into further particulars in the present 
number, and perhaps enongh has been said on the sub- 


ject. Stephenson declares that he isa wronged man, 
aml that the misfortunes of his house were not caused by 
his proceedings, but those of his partners. But his in- 
nocence or guilt has nothing to do with the merits of 
the case before us, in which the laws have been as gross- 
ly violated as in the famous abduction of Morgan—a vio- 
lation that the British would have punished with signal 
severity, had such things happened in the native country 
of Stephenson, in relation to a citizen of the U, States, 
circumstanced as le was and is. 


Masonic. A large number of the most influential, 
intelligent and respectable citizens of the western coun- 
ties of New York, being members of the masonic fra- 
ternity, have addressed their brethren, and recommeni- 
eda general giving up of the charters of their chapters 
and lodges—and an appropriation of the funds on hand 
to the support of schools, in consequence of the still 
much excited feeling that prevails because of the abduc- 
tion and mysterious fate of William Morgan, and ‘‘as 
the only means of averting evils which they consider 
would greatly overbalance all the benefits that would 
result from the continuance of the society,” and ‘‘for 
the restoration of harmony,” hoping that the procedure 
will be met with ‘‘a spirit. of corresponding liberality:” 

rofessing, however, that they do not feel themselves as 

aving been bound by any obligation than sich as accord- 
ed with ‘tthe strictest rules of morality, and obedience 
to the laws of the land.” 

Topaccv. It is estimated that 700 hhels. of 1300 Ibs. 
each, were grown in Ireland last year, on which, if it had 
paid duty, the revenue would have derived £140,000— 
more than 600,000 dollars!—the duty being 5s. per 1d. 
It is suggested that the cultivation should be encouraged, 
but the product be made subject to an excise collected 
like that on hops. 


Marne. Mr. Lincoln, though unanimously nominat- 
ed for re-election, has declined a longer service in the 
office of governor of the state—and there will be a spir- 
ited contest in. the election of a successor to this much 
valued chief magistrate. 
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A GRAND pProsrctT. It is in contemplation, says th, 
Cayuga Republican, to constrnet a suitable communi: 
tion for steam boats, navigable from Schenectady to lake 
Oswego. and Ontario with a depth of water equal to th 
of the Welland canal. It is intended, by dams and lock 


and short canals around the dams, to make the Mohawift 


answer the purpose to the most eligible pom for eon 
necting it by a canal with Oneida lake; and from Oneid 
to Oswego, it is designed to extend the communicatir 
by an improvement of the Oneida and Oswego rive 
similar to that projected for the Mohawk. 

[The people of New York will not let things alo. 
and it is no wonder that those who stand with their arn 
folded, are jealous of the progress of population and in. 
provement in this great state. But ‘‘heaven helps thoy 
who help themselves. ’’} 

Kentocky, A late decision of the supreme court ¢ 
the United States settles the principle, that the bank ¢ 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky may be compelled, lit 
other banks, to pay its notes with specie. It is regard, 
as being fortunate that this bank has now not more thy 
500,000 dollars in cireulation—and the decision wi 
forbid all re-issues until-the bank is able to pay its hones 
debts, as banks always should do, and for which, only ; 
extreme cases, no spulogy can be offered for not doing, 

TENNESSEE. A letter froma friend speaks highly 
the prosperity and prospects of the western district, 
Tennessee, the first permanent settlements in which \ 
says were male less than ten years ago, though it is no 
divided into fifteen counties. The land is said to be rie 
and very productive of grain and cotton, and so locate! 
as to have a ready access to market at every season of th 
year, lying between the Tennessee and the Mississip) 
Our friend expresses an opinion that the products of th 
country will speedily pass up the Mississippi and Ohi 
and retura in domestic goods or whatever else the pe: 
ple may need, 

New Yonr« scuoots, The superintendent of schor 
in New York, in a recent report to the legislature, state 
that the first returns under the act were made in 16li 
and 2,755 schools, instructing 140,106 children, repor 
ed. The increase of school districts in thirteen years! 
been 5,854, and the increase of scholars taught durig 
the same period, 328,099. 

There are now 8,609 school districts organised, S11! 
which are new districts formed during the last year. 
468,205 scholars have been taught during the same | 
riod, an average of eight months each, 

Pittssvure, Pa.in the application of capital to 
production of manufactures oF various kinds, bisds fair! 
rival any city in the union. It was but the other day 
noticed the fact, that excellent linen diaper was prot! 
ed not inferior to the best imported, and we now set 
stated that queensware of a good quality, is made the’ 
and, though not so white as that of foreign potterics, ' 
represented as stronger, standing the fire better, and 
low in price as the imported. 

A steamboat recently launched at Pittsburg, cul! 
**Uncle Sam,” is calculated to carry 500 passengers, # 
350 tons of cargo; her engine is of 200 horse power, # 
she is said to be the largest boat afloat on. the west 
waters, 

Provipencr, R. 1. The arcade recently built in! 
flourishing town, is handsomely described in the “Jo 


nal,”’ which says it is the most elegant and costly bua 


ing of its kind in the United States. The follow 
paragraphs may give some idea of the extent and style 
this work: | 

“The ground plan of the arcade is in the form of a L 
cross—the body of which, extending from Westmi 
street on the north, to Weybosset street on the so” 
measures 226 by 72 feet. The traverse, forming 
arms of the cross, is 120 by 45 feet, making a proj¢” 
of 24 feet on each side of the main building. —_ 

The front, on each street, consists of a portico 0 
Tonic order, 72 feet long on the outside, by 15 fect a 
a copy of one of the most celebrated Grecian mot 
To this portico you ascend by five steps, terminate’ 
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in antique style, elegantly wrought in cast iron, and ten 
feet high. On each frout are six detached Lonic columns, 
in a straight line with their corresponding anies. ‘These 
columns, with their bases and capitals, both richly 
wrought, are twenty-four feet high. ‘he shafts, twenty- 
one feet long and three feet in diameter, are, each, of a 
single stone. 

The entablature of the north portico, (that on West- 
tainster street), is surmounted by a pediment, with itsjacro- 
teria; the acroterion over the centre of the pediment be- 
ing intented for an appropriate marble statue. 

he entablature of the south portico, (that on Wey- 
bossct street), is surmounted by a beautiful fustigium, 
consisting of pedestals and panncls. 

These porticos, including steps, columns, sidewalls, 
platforms, entablatures, pediment, acroteria and fasti- 
gium,are of hammered granite. ‘The other walls are of 
common building stone, stuccoed in a superior manner, 
in imitation of granite. All the interior partitions, from 
the ground to the roof, are of substantial brick or stone 
masonry. The floors are securely laid in mortar, and 
the outside windows protected by iron shutters; so that 
the building is rendered fire proof. The roof, on each 
side up to the sky-light, is covered by tin.” 

We then have an account of the interior, its flights of 
stairs, corridors, shops, &c, all which appear to be ex- 
cellently arranged. This magnificent work was begun 
and finished according to the plansand under the diree- 
tion of Mr. Russel Warren—master builder, Mr. James 
&. Bucklin. The eastern side belongs tu a private gen- 
tleman, the rest of the edifice toa company; the cost 
ef the building is not stated. 
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Chesapeake and Ohio canal company? Who does not 
know that Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria, 
are bankrupts? ‘That the two last exhibit marks of me- 
lancholy decay? Who does not know that the company 
cannot sustain the expenditure, and that the burthen 
must fall on the treasury of the United States? and that 
the states who can derive no earthly benefit from it will 
have to contribute most?—Besides natural obstacles, al- 
most insuperable, this canal, if ever completed, will 
have to contend against the competition of the Baltimore 
rail road—planned, and to be managed, by a company 
of individuals as distinguished for their activity, as for 
their capital—who have entered on their great work with 
that zeal which characterizes the people of Baltimore— 
and who will have completed the road, and have it in full 
operation, pouring into their city the rich superabund- 
ance of the west, before this canal reaches the eastern 
base of the Alleghany. May success attend their un- 
dertaking! [ Vat. Intel. 
Geroucr Swearincen, the individaal who perpetrat- 
eda most cruel murder on his young wife, in Washington 
county, Md. some months since, and fied with his para- 
mour, has been apprehended in New Orleans, and safely 
lodged in prison. Swearingen was sheriff of Washing- 
ington county, and, previous to the connection with his 
guilty companion in crime, sustained a fair character. 


PAPERS RELATIVE TO AMERICAN TaRiFFs. We have 
received from our London correspondent a volume of 
247 pages cap folio, presented to the house of commons 
in pursuance of their address to his majesty of the 18th 
July, 1828. Ordered by the house of commons to be 








Louistana. There has been a rising of the slaves on 
certain plantations about 40 miles from New Orleans, 
‘sup the coast.” It created a general alarm, but was 
speedily suppressed, and two of the ringleaders hung. 





Resipence. When we mentioned the case of Mr, 
Southard, who had been pronounced inelligible by the 
legislature of New Jersey to the office of senator, because 
of non-residence in the state, being secretary of the navy, 
that of Mr. Bailey, who had been a clerk in one of the 
departments at Washington, escaped our recollection. 
He was elected toa seat in the house of representatives, 
which decided, on the 18th March, 1824--125 yeas and 
55 nays, that he was not entitled to a seat in that house. 

The grade of office cannot affect a principle. It was, 
however, contended by some that a clerkship was not an 
office; but surely, clerks are created and their salaries 
fixed by law, for rendering public services: yet it was on 
this point that the decision hinged. 

Battimore anv Oato wait Road. From a correspon- 
deuce between a committee of the corporation and the 
president and directors of this rail road, it appears that 
the latter, desirous of reaching as soon as possible the 
valley of the Potomac, will not divert any of their re- 
sources to the extension of the road through the city ex- 
cept to intersect it with Baltimore street, at an elevation 
of 66 feet—from whence, when necessary, the articles 
transported muy be conveyed in various directions. 





CHESAPEAKE ASD Quio CANAL. Mr, Mitchell in the 
house of representatives of the U. States, during the dis- 
cussion of the amendment offered by Mr. Buchanan pro- 
posing to cede the Cumberland road to the states in 
which it lies, concluded his observations on the 26th 
February, with the following remarks in relation to the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal and the Baltimore and Ohio 
rail road. 

I do not include in this estimate the cost of the Chesa- 
eake and Ohio canal. This, if it benefits any, will 
enefit more particularly the non-slave holding states of 

the west. For us, it might as well be in China. The 
engineers of the United States have estimated the cost 
of this work at twenty-two millions five hundred thou- 
sand dollars. All experienced in the affairs of life know, 
that, from a pigeon-house to a palace, the actual cost al- 
ways doubles the estimated. It will not be completed 
at a less expense than between forty and fifty millions 
of dollars. Whence is this sum to come? From the 


printed, 25th July, 1828. The principal documents which 
it contains, are the tariff act of 1824—proceedings of the 
Harrisburg convention in 1827—extract from the report 
of the secretary of the treasury, at the commencement 
of the session of congress in the same year—Mr. Malla- 
ry’s report from the committee on manufactures to the 
house of representatives, with the accompanying bill, 
presented January 31, 1828—miuutes of evidence taken 
before the committee on manufactures—Mr. McDuffie’s 
| report from the commitiece of ways and means, March 
/12, 1828—the tariff af 1828, as enacted by congress—and 
ithe correspondence of the British minister at Washington 
) with the American government and his own, 
MY. Journ. of Com. 
Russia aNd Turkey. It is said that 900 cannon have 
been sent from Moscow towards the Danube, and that 
150,000 ir regular Cossacks, &c. were on their march for 
the frontier. The emperor seems resolved to throw a 
vast force upon Turkey early in the spring. Ou the other 
hand, the sultan has called every Mussulman between 
17 and 60 to arins, he has fortified Constantinople so that 
200,000 men may be employed in its defenee—he has 
launched several new ships ot the line, aad was making 
great exertions to strengthen his navy, to relieve the 
blockade—1,000 camels had been collected to supply 
provisions by land, and the uttermost parts of the empire 
were coutributing men and money—3,000 men had arriv- 
ed from Aleppo. ‘There will bea vast amount of haman 
suffering this spring, if the war shall go on. 


Ecrrr. The war has had much effect on the cotton 
crops in Egypt—but because of domestic manufactures 
of it, the quantity exported may have been reduced. We 
sce that only 28,426 bales were received at Marseilles in 
1828, against 78,590 in 1827 





Mexico. It is probable that a Jaw for the expulsion 
of all Spaniards has passed both branches of the legisla- 
ture. We had hoped that the peace and safety of the 
country would not have required the adoption of so severe 
a measure—and one that must deprive the republic of a 
large portion of its enterprise aud capital. 





Buenos Arnts. Dorrego, late at the head of the 
goverameut of Buenos Ayres, was arrested by the par- 
tizans of the usurper gen. Lavalle. Mr. Forbes ang 
the British charge d’ affaires called on the new chief, and 
solicited a preservation of the life of Dorregoa, with 
liberty that he might depart for the United States, 
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Buth were promised—but nevertheless the unhappy 

man was immediately shot. Lavalle gives the following 

king-Richard-like account of the execution. J 
Navarro, Dec. 13, 1828. 

To his excellency Don J. M. Diaz-Velez. 

Sir:—I inform the delegate government that col. 
Manuel! Dorrego has this moment been shot by my or- 
ders in presence of the regiments which compose my 
division. History will judge impartially whether col. 
Dorrego has, or has not, deserved to die—and whether 
in sacrificing to the public tranquillity, one who has 
labored to destroy it, | have been actuated by any other 
than feelings of patriotism. 

‘The people of Buenos Ayres may rest assured that the 
death or col. Dorrego is the greatest sacrifice that | 
could make in their cause. JUAN LAVALLE. 

[History, if it records the name of Lavalle, will say, 
that he destroyed the civil institutions of his country by 
arms—and add, very probably, that he himself met the 
fate of Dorrego. } 

ATTENTION TO BUSINESS. ‘The Franklin Repository, 
(printed at Chambersburg, in Pennsylvania), takes the 
following pregnant notice of one of the last day’s business 
in the house of representatives, during the late session of 
congress. 

On the 27th ult. the yeas and nays were taken eleven 
times in the house of representatives of the United States. 
‘The number of members present appearing to our eye 
small, curiosity induced us to add the yeas and nays to- 
gether, on each vote, and substract the aggergate from the 
numbers, (212), of which the house is composed. The 
result, which is annexed, shews what attention is paid to 
the concerns of the nation by the present congress: 


Votings. Yeas, Nays. Absent. 
i 41 $3 88 
2 55 92 65 
3 83 35 96 
A 26 42 144 
5 18 91 103 
6 61 48 103 
7 85 44 83 
8 42 $2 88 
9 52 62 98 

10 46 97 139 
it 42 52 118 





Tue Natriovau Catrennen, Vol. VII, recently pub- 
lished at Washington, by My. Force, improves as it 
grows older, aud is the most valuable work of its size 
that we know of, as a book of common reference. 





NEW MODE OF CASTING ‘Types. Our readers have 
doubtless observed that the Evening Post is now printed 
on new type. It was procured from the foundry of Mr. 
White, of this city, and isa specimen of his machine 
casting. To explain this term, it may be necessary to 
inform our readers, that to the numerous inventions of 
the present day of dispensing with manual labor, has 
lately been added one for casting printing type, which is 
now in successful practice at Mr. White’s letter foundry. 
Heretofore this article has been cast in a mould held in 
the hand of the workman, while with the other the metal 
necessary to form a type, was dipped up in a melted state 
with an iron spoon from a small kettle, and poured into 
the mould. It has long been a desideratum with letter 
founders to devise a more rapid and less Iabcrious me- 
thod of manufacturing an article of so much importance. 
To effect this, a great deal of time, money, and ingenuity 
has been expended, both in this country and in Europe, 
but as yet without success. What for a century past 
baffled the skill of the mechanics of England has now 
been accomplished by an ingenious citizen of New York. 
The mould in which the machine type is cast, varies in no 
important particulars of its construction from the com- 
mon hand mould—the difference consists in the contri- 
vances by which the machine on the application of a given 
power performs of itself the operations of filling and dis- 
charging the mould. At Mr. Whiie’s foundry, the mould 
instead of being worked by the hand Jabor of a wan, is 
attached (oa mechanical apparatus, by which a small boy, 
solely by turning a crank does all that is uecessary to- 


| pieces of mechanism we have ever seen, 
which, we doubt not, will hereafter be ranked among the 
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ful arts, 
Nothing need be said of the neatness and beauty oj 


stand the technicxl term, we hesitate not to say, that jy 
perfection of body, the type is in no way inferior to the 
best hand cast type we have seen, and.we state on the 
authority of the founder, that there isan advantage jy 
favor of the purchaser of this type of from 10 lo 12 pe, 
cent. n weight over that of hand cast letter, that is ty 
say, 900 Ib. of this type will set up as many pages of 
matter as 1000 Ib. of hand cast. [MM Y. E. Post, 





SPLENDOR. A most magnificent piece of plate, which, 
when finished, will be the largest in Europe, and e. 
ceeding any thing of the kind manufactured in this coun. 
try, is now in course of completion for his majesty, by 
Rundell and Bridge. It is for the purpose of a wine. 
cooler, and some idea may be formed of its magnitude 
from the fact that a man may stand upright in it, and that 
it will comprise 7,000 ounces of silver. This splendid 
service has occupied a great length of time, especially in 
the gilding of it, as this has been a work of more than 
ordinary difficulty from its immense size, and the preju- 
dicial effects to the workmen from the quicksilyer used 
in the gilding composition. [London paper. 





Party sprrit. If we remember rightly, the follow- 
ing remark is from the pen of Addison: 

**] have frequently wondered to see men of probity, 
who would scorn to utter a falsehood for their own par- 
ticular advantage, give so ready into a lie, when it becomes 
the voice of a faction, notwithstanding they are thoroughly 
sensible of it as such.” 

This is drawing a very nice distinction, We should 
suppose that a man of probity would neither deal in 
talsehood for his own advantage, nor for that of his party, 
No obligations of party render it incumbent on any man 
to wander from truth, nor can any consideration of party 
justify him in so doing. —M. F. Cour. 

Larayetrse. From the NM. York Evening Post. We 
have been favored with the tollowing letter from the 
midshipmen of the Brandywine, together with the gen- 
eral’sreply. The letter accompanied a silver urn of 
elegant workmanship, recently made and presented to 
gen. Lafayette while the Brandywine was off the coast 
ot France. See last vol. p. 563. 

General Lafayette: 

The midshipmen of the Brandywine, availing them- 
selves of an opportunity which will ever prove a source 
of pride and exultation, solicit your acceptance of an urn, 
as the offering of every just and grateful feeling to the 
shrine of beneficence and virtue. 

Ia Grange, Dec. 25, 1828. 

Gentlemen—Having lately, with affectionate delight, 
received the beautiful token of your friendship, 1 am 
eager to have my acknowledgments conveyed, not only 
to the kind signers of your most gratifying address, but 
to every one of you, my dear young friends, on.what- 
ever part of the globe the honor of the navy and due 
protection to your fellow-citizens, may have dispersed 
you. While the admirable execution of the fine urn and 
of the heart-chosen ornaments will be certified by my 
respected friend, Mr. Brown, he is pleased to transmit 
this inadequate but cordial expression of my gratitude. 
in the course of a voyage, most endeared on every ac- 
count, to my recollection, 1 have been happy, with pa- 
triotie pride and paternal feelings, to find in you the 
worthy continuators of naval glory, of republican devo- 
tion; and amidst enjoyments highly cheermg to an Ame- 
rican veteran, to love you also for your share in the ex- 
quisite attentions so affectionately bestowed on me. Let 
me hope that when distanee or duty will allow yon to 
visit the congenial mansion of La Grange, we shall here 
meet again under the proudly displayed and fondly 
cherished flag of the Brandywine. I. beg vou, gentle- 
men, to accept the warmest thanks, best wishes, and al- 
fectionate blessings of your grateful friend. 
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Progress OF REASON. The legislature of Virginia, 
for the last three years, has annually presented a long 
amble with a string of resolutions attached, about 


The votes on these resolu- 





Ayes. Noes. Majorities. 
1826 138 23 115 
1827 132 49 83 
1829 126 75 51 


And all this under the unjust system by which the peo- 


house of delegates. We regard it as not improbable, that 
very nearly one half of the free white persons in this 
state are now favorable to the protection of domestic in- 
dustry, and this disposition will go on to increase rapid- 
ly, with the increase of manufacturing establishments, 
the real benefits of which have become familiar to many. 





Norrotk. A fine public spirit prevails in this borough. 
The Dismal Swamp canal being nearly completed, the 
“Virginia and North Carolina transportation company,” 
are preparing several steam boats, for navigating the 
sounds and rivers adjacent, with the requisite number of 
tow-boats, &c. One of these will ply upon the Roanoke, 
as high as the Falls. ‘These things will do much to re- 
store Norfolk to her former activity of business, and bene- 
fit Baltimore not a little, by direct communications with 
an extensive country which were hitherto denied. 





Exrtosion. The boiler of the steam boat Potomac, 
while on her way down the James river, exploded a few 
days since, whereby one man was killed and three others 
so severely scalded and wounded as to be without much 
hope of recovery. ‘his, we believe, is only the second 
explosion which has taken place in the waters of the 
Chesapeake; and what a mighty amount of miles have 


introduction. 

Spikes. Powerful machinery, lately invented, is 
operating at Troy. N. Y. in manufacturing spikes. They 
are cheaper and tougher than those made by hand, and 
being entirely regular and square, they fill up a gim- 
blet-hole much better than others, and yet bend as well 
as the best wrought nails. One man, with this machine, 
ean make a ton of spikes in a day, instead of 50 or 60 
Ibs., in the old way. The greater part of the spikes 
now used in ship-building at New York are made with 

. this machine. 

Desrpatcu. A gentleman, who arrived at Liverpool 
on Saturday, by the Silas Richards, packet ship, in 19 
days from New York, expressed, in a striking manner, 
the rapidity with which that long voyage, (nearly 3,200 
_miles) is now performed; ‘‘I left New York,” said he, 

(Liverpool puper, Jan, 2. 











FOREIGN NEWS. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
The removal of the marquis of Anglesea still engages 
the undivided attention of the people of lreland, and 
since his departure, a large number of addresses have 
been voted tohim. On the 16th of Januarv, a numerous 
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This may be considered as important intelligence, and 
we have little doubts of its accuracy. { Lon. Pap. 

A woman was recently killed by accident, near Lon- 
don, who had styled herself James Allen, and passed 
many years foraman. She had been a smart, active 
groom in several gentlemen’s families, and in 1808, mar- 
ried a likely maid servant, with whom James lived until 
his death, being to her a kind and loving husband, as 
far as he was capable. James never exhibited traits of 
feminine feeling, and sometimes affected jealousy. 

Sir William Curtis, the alderman, died on the 20th, and 
Shield, the celebrated dramatic composer, on the 21st of 
January. The former bad fathered all the villainous 
jokes of the London newspapers for many years. 


GREECE AND TURKEY. 
The weather was extremely severe, the roads on the 
frontiers of Turkey being covered with snow to the depth 
of four or five t eet. 
Lord Cochrane has resigned his command in the 
Greek navy. 
The fort of Saloma on the north coast of the Gulf of 
Lepanto, had surrendered to the Greeks, with 800 men, 
Albanians, who had been allowed to return to their 
homes. 


PORTUGAL. 
Several assassinations have taken place in the capital. 
Lisbon was ina very unsettled state, and a revolution 
daily expected; the prisons were all full, and many pri- 
son ships lying in the ‘agus, with prisoners, bound for 
Madeira and Oporto. A body of Portuguese refugees, 
who sailed from Plymouth, on the 6th of January, for 
‘Terceira, have succeeded im reaching that island, notwith- 
standing a squadron had been ordered to intercept their 
progress. Several men of war were fitting out at Lisboa, 
supposed to be for au attack upon the above island, 

It was expected that Don Pedro would send a squadron 
to blockade the port of Lisbon, and that the Portuguese 
fleet would join them, as they had received no pay tor 6 
months; several of the crews of those lying in the Tagus 
had mutinied, and were afterwards sent to prison. Press 
gangs and an armed police were continually parading the 
streets, 





LETTER TO THE LATE P. M. GENERAL. 


General post office department, March 11, 1829. 
Hon. John McLean, 

Sir: The undersigned, attached to the general post 
office department, with the knowledge that you have 
ceased to administer its concerns, respectfully present 
to you their warmest acknowledgments for the uni- 
form kindness and courtesy which you have extended to 
them severally and generally—and to express their ad- 
miration of your public and private worth, as an officer 
and a man. 

A review of the affairs of this department since your 
administration of them, cannot but redound to your 
honor, and force conviction upon every unprejudiced 
mind, of the superiority of the mental excellence, which, 
connected with an untiring industry, has achieved so 
much in so short atime, for the character of the depart- 
ment aud the benefit of the nation. The good wishes of 
the American people are with you, sir, and in the high 





meeting of the Brunswickers and liberals took place in 
the county of Devon, for the purpose of discussing the 
Catholic claims, but the former refused to hear the lat- 


ter, among whom were many of the ‘‘high aristocracy.” | 


‘The appointment of the duke of Northumberland has 
given rise to some severe remarks, in which he is stated 
to be without the intellect or experience necessary to dis- 
charge the dutics imposed on him. 
troops had Leen sent from London to Newry and Dublin. 


Detachments of | 


and honorable station to which you have been elevated, 
‘ageneral confidence is felt that you will be alike useful 
and distinguished. 

We proffer yeu, sir, our best wishes for your future 
| welfare. [Forty-seven signatures are attached to the 
| above. | 

Reply of the late postmaster general. 

| GernriemeEn: I reciprocate, most cordially,the kind 


A Russian ambassador has arrived at London, bearing | feelings expressed in your address. 


despatches which it is presumed will have av important | 


The official connexion which has existed between us 


effect on the affairs of the east. Au express from Vien- | for several years is dissolved, and it would be an affecta- 
na, mentions that the reis effendi, in an interview } tion of indifference, of which I am incapable, were I not 
with the ambassador for the Netherlands, liad stated that | to admit, that the separation is pAinful. 

the sultan his master was not unwilling to weatfor peace, | We have been united ina laborious course of public ser- 
if the eroperor of Russia was sincere in his desires to | vice, and 1 have witnessed your assiduity with great 
obtain one, and that upon a proper understanding, the | satisfaction. Our efforts have been successful, and we 
sultan would not hesitate to send an ambassador to meet ; are amply rewarded in the high character of the departe 
the envoys of the other allied powers upon the subject. | ment, and in the advance of the public interest. 





ee eae 























on ee ee ee 
nt ne ae a ee ee ee a 


556 NILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 21, 1829—LEGISLATURE OF N. YORK. 


ee en 








Within less than six years, there has been an addition 
of more than one-third to the mail establishment of the 
country; halfa million annually has been added to the 
revenue of the department. 

- Itis still rapidly advancing, and only requires the same 
unremitting effort six years to come, that Las been used 
for six years past, to give it a still greater elevation. 
Knowing your ability and faithfulness, t hope to see your 
labors attcnded with as much success in the future as in 
the time past. Oey 

For you, individually and coltectively, t entertain the 
warmest friendship, and I shall ucver cease to cherish 
the most lively interest in your prosperity and happi- 
ness. JOHN MeLEAN, 

\1th March, 1829. 





PUBLIC LANDS—TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

Debtors to the United States, for public lands purchas- 
ed prior to the first day of July, 1820, are hereby noti- 
fied, that the 4th day of July, 1829, is the period to 
which payment is restricted by the act of 21st March, 
1828. ; 

The balances due on all lands further credited un- 
der the relief laws, passed in the years 1821, 1822, and 
1823, if not completely paid, either by relinquishment 
or by gaslz, at a discount of 374 per cent. on ov before 
the third duy of July next, willbe foricited to the Unit- 
ed States agreeably to law, 

All lands forfeited to the United States since the Ist 
day of July, 1820, oa which a further credit has not been 
tuken, aud which remain unsold, may be redeemed by 
payment of the balance due, in cash, at a discount of 
374 per centum, on or before the said third day of July 
next, ‘ 

Payment completed entircly by cash, may be made 
either at the proper land office, or to the treasurer 
of the United States at Washington. 

Payments partly in cash, and connected with relin- 
quishment, can only be made at the land office where 
the land was purchased, 

Purchasers wishing to close their accounts, will take 
notice that the law requires the surrender of the origi- 
nal certificate of the purchase, and, if such certificate 
be lost or destroyed, publié notice must be given to 
that effect agreeably to a form which may be had either 
at the general land office or at the office whence such 
certificate was issued. ‘Terms of relinquisliment may 
also be obtained fromthe same sources. 

Treasury depariment, general lend office, 

»March, 1829, 
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LEGISLATURE OF NEW YORK. 
fa sengte Thursday, March 12. 


The following message was received trom governor 


Van Buren:— 
TO THE SENATE AND AGSEMBLY. 


Gentlemen—The president, with the advice and con- 


sent of the senate, has appointed me secretary of si 
for the United States. and | have 


been conferred upon me. 
This decision makes it necessary that I should resign 


the office of governor of this state, to which I have re- | 


cently been elected. 

The high and just distinction universally aecorded to 
this office, and the flattering manner in which it was be- 
siowed upon me by the people, are of themselves suffi- 
cient to inpose upon me, in the step J am about to take, 
a responsibility of the most impressive character. But 
these considerations, imposing as they are, are greatly 
euhanced by the deep consciousness I entertajned of the 
suany and uumerited favors conferred upon me by this 
my native state—lfavors which have excited on my part 
feelings of gratitude, that will, I hope, be as permanent in 
their influence, as they were just and sincere in their cou- 
ception. ‘Lhe latier portion of mv public life having 
been chicfly devoted to the alfairs of the general govern- 
ment, | indulge the hope that the place to whieh I have 
been called will enable me to make myself more useful, 
not only to our fellow e:tizens of the union, but to the 
people of this state than Leould be in My present sta- 


tion. For ajthough the state of New York, frou the 





extent of her territory, the abundance of her resour 
and the magnitude of her population, possesses in herself 
the elements of a great empire, and already presents in- 
terests deserving the highest care; yet, under our confed- 
erated system, these very considerations give to her @ 
paramount interest in the just operation of the federal 
government. It is therefore under the full conviction 
that our constituents are at least deeply interested in the 
suecessful conduct of the important affairs with which I 
am hereafter to be connected, as in the administration of 
those which appertain to the chief magistraey of thls 
state, that I have come to the conclusion already stated, 
And with these impressions as to the course of public 
duty, [do hereby resign the office of governor of the 
the state of New York, together with that of regent 
of the university thereot. 

The few menths, during which the executive power 
_has been entrusted to my tiands, have been sedulously 
| devoted to the service of the state, though I cannot flate 
‘ter myself, so far as ] am individually concerned, that 

much has yet been done to promote the public good. 
'Lhave, however, the best reasons to hope for the most 
beneficial result to our constituents from our joint labors, 
and inore especially from the efforts which you will con- 
tinue to make in this respect. This confidence is justly 
{increased by the conviction that I leave the executive 
| department in the hands of one with whose character 
_ and qualifications I have Jong been intimately acquainted, 
Ifample talents, and a sound discriminating judgment— 
| it integrity and singleness of purpose, and truly republican 
| principles, furnish any just grounds for expecting a safe 
administration of the government, that expectation, I am 
| persuaded, may, in the present instance, be fully ie 
| dulged. : 

Having thus surrendered the trust with which I have 
been honored, allow me to tender you my sincere ac» 

knowledgments for the uniform courtesy and kindness 
with which you have co-operated with me in the dis 
charge of our public duties; and let me add the assu- 
rance, that in whatever situation I may be placed, the 
interest and the glory of New York shall be the object 
of my unceasing solieitude snd most vigilant exertions. 


M. VAN BUREN, 
Albanu, March 12, 1829. . 


‘The message having been read by the elerk, Mr. 
Oliver oifered the following resolutions: 
fesvlved, That the senate have witnessed the fidelity 
) and distinguished ability with which his excellency Mar- 
| tin Van Buren has discharged the duties of the office of 
governor of this state; that they entertain the highest re- 
spect for his virtues and talents, and tender to him their 
carnest wish that he may cnjoy a full measure of happi- 
| hess and prosperity in the new sphere of public duty to 
which he is about to be removed. 
| Seselved, Vhat while the senate entertain a d 
‘sense of the loss which the councils of this state will 
| sustain in the resignation of her late distinguished chief 
magistrate, they are free to express their decided appro- 








——— 








im ate | bation of the decision he has made; and they eherish 
ni and il felt it my duty to accept | the 
the unsolicited and distinguished honor which has thus | 


confident expectation that the interests of this state, 
andof the whole American confederacy, will receive 
| permanent advantage from the application of his talents 
to the arduous and impertant duties to which he bas 
\ been called. 

| ‘The first resolution was adopted unanimoysly—the 
, second without a division. 

| The licut. governor then rose and addressed the senafe, 
\and reured—and Charles Stebbins was elected preste 
| dent pro tem. For Mr. S$. 23 voles—scattering 5. On 
being introduced to the chair, Mr. Stebbins made a few 
| veat and appropriate remarks to the senate. 
| On motion of Mr. Benton, it was unanimous] 


Resolved, That the senate entertain a sanaiel sense of 


the impartiality and ability with which their late presi- 
'deut has discharged the dutics of his important station, 
\that they cordially reciprocate the sentiments of esteem 
)and respect contaimed in his parting address, and tender 
him the assurance of their sinecre friendship. 
| dtesolved, ‘Vat the president of the senate trangmlt a 
l copy of the foregoing resolution to the lt. governor. 
PROCEEDINGS IN THE ASSEMBLY, 
| A message was received from his excellency Martin 
{Van Buren, governor, by hig private seeretary, John 


PORTE RIT ED” «adil adeealiiakl 










































be 


os | et Mme ili li 


f. + is 
















ae PES . SAE eS 
np ites te a eal ee 












tion 


eo riety @& 





pe 


ee a ee NS 


‘wived the appointment of secretary of state of the Unit- 


NILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 21, 182 


9—CONGRESSIONAL ARTICLES, 67 








ed 








aQu-- 
————— 


Van Buren, esq. resigning that office and the office of 
regent of the university, in consequence of having re- 


tates. 
“The message ete | been read and ordered to be 
printed, Mr. Mann offered the following resolutions, 
which weve unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That the congratulations of this house be 
presented to his execllency Martin Van Buren, late gov- 
ernor of this state, on his appointment to the office ol 
secretary of state for the United States; and that while 
we deeply feel our separation from one with whom we 
have been associated in the discharge of important pub- 
lic duties, as well as in social friendly intercourse, we 
cannot forbear to felicitate the republic on the acquisition 
of his services in the councils of the nation. 

Resolved, That the speaker of this house transmit to 
his excellency Martin Van Buren, a copy of the forego- 
ing resolution. 





CONGRESSIONAL ARTICLES. 


moved the amendment was not in his place; ashe was 
sure that gentleman would have withdrawn his proposi- 
tion to make room for one which he now wished to 
substitute. He then read his substitute, which the 
speaker pronounced to be out of order. 

As the gentleman from New York was not now in his 
place to accept the amendment as a modification, he 
went into afew revarks on the subjeet. He stated that 
the prmting of Gales & Seaton, up to 1827, amounted to 
270 thousand dollars; and the house was now asked to 
give to them this printing of documents. He stated that 
there would be more difficulty in arriving at the know- 
ledge of the documents proper to be reprinted than in 
any other point. He complained of the practice of come 
mencing every thing in this country adovo. Ifa man 
sets about writing the h story of the country, he begins 
with the discovery of Columbus. He wished for time to 
inquire and select. Ele would now move to lay the re- 
port and resolution on the table, promising if the friends 
if the report wished it, to bring this motion, which was 
framed to answer all the proper objects of the present 
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Yazoo Lanps. The following were the yeas and 
nays in the senate on the passage of the bill tor the re- 
lief of Thomas L. Winnhrop, & Co. directors of an as- 
sociation called the New England Mississippi land com- 
pany—Feb. 26. 
YEAS-- Messrs. Barton, Bell, Berrien, Bouligny, 
Burnet, Chambers. Chase, Foot, Hayne, Johnson, of 
Ken. Johnston, of La. Knight, McKinley, Marks, 
Prince, Ridgely, Robbins, Rowan, Seymour, Silsbee, 
Webster, Willey —22. 
NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Benton, Branch, Chandler, 
buckerson, Dudley, Eaton, Hendricks, Holmes, Iredell, 
Kane, King, McLane, Noble, Ruggles, Sanford, Smith 
of Md. Smith of S. C. Tazewell, White, Williams, 
Woodbury —22. 
The vice president voted in the negative, and the bill 
was rejected. 
DEFICIENT DOCUMENTS. In the house of representa- 
tives, Feb. 26, when the report of the library commit- 
tee for reprinting certain documents, was under consi- 
deration—the question being on the motion of Mr. 
Ward, t» awend by limitmg the cost to 30,000 dollars, 

Mr. Barringer then continued his remarks. He had 
ot contemplated any opposition to a measure intended 
to repair the breaches which time and accident had made 
upon documents which it is important to the house to 


resolution forward to-morrow, in the shape of a separate 
resolution. 


draw his motion, and asked for the ayes and noes, which 


He expressed his determination not to with- 


were ordered. 

The question was then taken and decided in the neg 
ative. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Alston, John 
Anderson, Archer, Philip P. Barbour, Bassett, Buch- 
anun, Bunner, Cambreleng, Chilton, Claiborne, John C. 
Clark, Coulter, Danicl, Warren R. Davis, Drayton, 
Duncan. Earll. Findlay, Floyd of Geo. Fry, Gale, Green, 
Hall, Hamilton, Haynes, Hinds, Hobbie, Hoffman, Ing- 
ham, Isacks, Keese, Lecompte, Lea, Lyon, Magee, 
Marable, McCoy, McDuffie, MeHatton, McKean, 
McLean, Miller, John Mitchell, Orr, Polk, Ramsay, 
Rives, Roane, Russell, Sawyer, Smith, Smyth, Stanber- 
ry, James S. Stevenson, Stower, Sutherland, Taber, 
Thompson, Trezvant, Starling Lucker, Van Renssel- 
aer, Verplanck, Wickliffe, John J. Wood, Wolf, Yan- 
cey,—68. 

NAYS —Messrs.Samuel C Allen, Armstrong, Bailey, 
Baldwin, Barber, Barker, Barringer, Bartlett, Barley, 
Isauc C. Bates, Edward Bates, Blake, Brent, Brown, 
Bryan, Buckner, Buck, Burges, Butman, James Clark, 
Condict, Crockett, Crowninshield, Culpeper, John Da- 





preserve. This was his object, and he complained that 


venport, John Davis, Dickinson, ays Dwight, Eve- 
rett, Gilmer, Healy, Hodges, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johns, 

















he should not only have been assailed in the Louse, but 
also out of it. He, however, should not be driven out 
of the course of duty which he had marked out. 


Leffier, Letcher, Little, Long, Mallary, Markell, Mare 
tindale, Marvin, Maynard, Mclntire, Mercer, Merwin, 


The| Miner, Thomas R. Mitchell, Muhlenburg, Newton, 


consequences would rest with him. He would not en-| O’Bricn, Phelps, Pierson, Plant, James F. Randolph, 


ter into any conflict, with a hope of silencing slanders, 
which, like the hundred handed Briareus, when one 
ualf was destroyed, would concentrate his powers im the 
other half. He would not expect to have the last word. 
He despised the attempt to convert into a party ques- 
tion a mere motion of printing. There was not in it any 
characteristic of party. He asked if the friends of h m 
who had stood as a wall of adamant between his coun- 
try and her enem.es, would call that a party measure, 
which only looked to the restoration of documents 
which were destroyed by the vandalism of modern times. 

It could not escape the attention of the house, that 
however sincere the disclaimer of party teeling made by 
the gentleman from Keutucky, an objection against the 
measure was found on the prospect of the work being 
done by the present printer. He reminded the house 
of the destruction of the property of the present printers 
by the British. He also adverted to the instability of 
parties, and the probability that those who are in combi- 
nation may be separated to-morrow. He admitted that 
Le now found himself in alliance with papers against 
which he had been formerly arrayed; but this cireum- 
stance had only taught him the necessity of moderation 
in bis political feelmgs and course. 

He then reminded the house that the printing of these 
documents was ouly intended to fill up the gap which 
iow existsin the public documents. 

Mr. /éamilton then reminded the house that he had 
moved totake up the report of the committee on re- 
treuchment, with a reference to this question. He re- 


| Reed, Richardson, Sergeant, Shepperd, Sinnickson, 
Sloane, Sprague, Stewart, Storrs, Strong, Swann, Swift, 
Taliatervo, Tracy, Vance, Varnum, Vinton, Wales, 
Washington, Weems. Whipple, Whittlesey, Wilde, 
Williams, Silas Wood, Woods, Woodcock, John C, 
Wright—85. 
| Mr. /offinan then said that he had looked into the 
documents, and had satisfied himself that there were 
many which would be utterly worthless. He adverted 
to some documents in order to illustrate his opinion. 
The hour having elapsed Mr. Sprague moved to suse 
pend the rule, which was vegatived.—Ayes 69, noes 72. 
At will be recollected, that the proposition to reprint 


these (locuments finally failed—the discussion consume 
ing the whole time of the house for acting upon it. } 

Mrs. Decarur. Of the bill which was before the 
house of representatives, for the relief of Mrs. Decatur, 
the **National Journal” observed: 

It will be seen by reterence to our congressional report, 
that the bill for the relief of Susan Decatur was rejected 
in the house of representatives on Saturday, by a vote of 
88 to 80. The bill provided for the distribution of 
100,000 dollars among the officers and crew of the Intre- 
pid, whu were employed in cutting out the fri Phila- 
delphia. It was proposed to amend the bill, so as to ad- 
mit to a participation in the benefit such of the officers 
and crew of the Syren as went into the harbor of Tripoli 
to assist in the enterprise, but the proposition was reject 
ed; and thus several members, who would have supporter: 





greticd that the gentleman from New York who had 














the bill iu its amended form, were driven to record their 
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votes against it. It is not unlikely that a motion may be 
made to-day to reconsider the vote of Saturday, and to 
bring the bill again before the house. 

When the-yeas and nays had been called on the 
bill above alluded to,—see page 26, the vote was yeas 
79, nays 81. Mr. Alexander then asked leave to change 
his vote. ‘The speaker decided that be had a right to do 
so—and then the vote stood 80, to 80. and the speaker 
voted in the xffirmative. After which— 

Mr. Bassett appealed trom the decision of the chair, 
by which Mr. Alexander’s name was admitted, as it had 
chauged the entire vote of the house. 

Mr. Alexander stated that he had changed his pur- 
pose after answering to his name. 

Mr. Bassett said, he was induced to appeal, because 
he had distinctly heard the speaker announce the vote of 
79 to 81. The danger of the precedent was such as to 
induce him to make this appeal. 

Some confused discussion took place asto the motive 
of the gentleman in changing his vote, but the speaker 
decided that he did not look to the motive but had mere- 
ly acted on the principle thata member voting had a 
ren to change his vote, previous to the announcement 

the decision of the house He had in this case announ- 
ced the members, but had not stated that was the decis- 
ion ot the house. 

Some further discussion took place, which was chiefty 
limited to views of the consequences which might result 

from the exercise of the right of changing a vote. Mr. 
Sergeant, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Sprague, Mr. Bart- 
lett, sustained the decision of the chair, and the right of 
- members to change their votes. 

Mr. Buck moved the previous question, but withdrew 
- his motion. 

‘Mr. Condict, moved that the house do now adjourn 
ayes 69, noes. 105. 

The speaker, im putting the question, stated that there 
was norule on the subject of changing a vote, but that 
in. admittiug the right of amemberto change bis vote, 
he had acted on the practice of this house, and also the 
parliamentary practice of Great Britain. 

Mr. Keese asked for the ayes and noes on the ques- 
tion of appeal, which were ordered. 

The question was then put—“shall the decision of the 
chair stand as the judgment of the house?” and decided 
in the affirmative. 

AYES— Messrs. John Anderson, Samuel Anderson, 
Archer, Bailey, Noyes Barber, John S. Barbour, Philip 
P. Barbour, Barrow, Barney, Barringer, Bartlett, Ed- 
ward Bates, Blake, Brent, Buchanan, Buck, Bunner, 
Burges, Cambreleng, Carson, Carter, Chilton, Clai 
borne, John C. Clark, Condict, Conner, Crowninshield, 
Daniel, Thomas Davenport, Warren H. Davis, DeGraff, 
Desha, Dickinson, Dorsey, Drayton, Earll, Everett, 
Floyd of Virginia, Floyd of Geo. Forward, Fry, Gale, 
Garrow, Gorham, Green, Gurney, Hamilton, Haynes, 
Hinds, Hobbie, Hodges, Hoffman, Holmes, Ingersoll, 
Isacks, Jennings, Johnson, Keese, Kerr, Kremer, Le 
compte, Lea, Livingston, Locke, Magee, Mallary, Mar- 
able, Martin, Maxwell, McCoy, McDuffie, Meclntire, 
McKee, McLean, Mercer, Miner, Thomas R. Mitchell, 
Thomus P. Moore, Mublenburg, Nuckolls, O’Brien, 
Owen, Pearce, Phelps, Pierson, Plant, Polk, Jas. F 
Randolph, Sawyer, Sergeant, Shepperd, Sinnickson, 
Smith, Sprague, Stanberry, Sterigere, Stewart, Strong, 
Swann, Taber, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thompson, Ebene- 
zer Tucker, Starling Tucker, Turner, Vance Van Ren- 
selaer, Varnum, Verplanck, Washington, Weems, Whip- 
ple, Wickliffe, Wilde, James Wilson, Ephraim K. Wil- 
son, John J. Wood, Woods, Woodcock, Wolf, Yancey 
—122, 


—_— 


Mr. Davis stated that the whole number of men who 
went into the service during the revolution, was about 
300,000. A pension law was passed in 1818, which was 
not so explicit in its terms as to be generally understood. 
A number of persons applied who were not entitled, and 
who were rejected. Yet the whole number of appli- 
cants, ten years ago, did not exceed 30,000. The num- 
ber of militia who went into service was not known, but 
could not exceed that number. The army was re-organ- 
ized in 1780, and those who had been previously militia 
were regularly enlisted. 

Mr. S. Wood, in reply, said that the regular army never 
exceeded 30,000 at any time. The establishment was 88 
battalions, making 44,000 men, but they were never fill- 
ed up. Of these 12,000 are now on the pension list, and 
there had been 18,000: 20,000 had applied. Now, he 
calculated that the militia was as four to one of the rega- 
lar army, and the applications would be in the same pro- 
portion. 

HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. When 
an oa ey ser for an improvement of the hall was be- 
fore the house— 

Mr. Weems thought the hall comfortable, and, if we 
have such difficulty in obtaining a quorum now, we should 
have much more if we made the room less comfortable. 

{Here there was a general coughing and noise, which 
entirely prevented Mr. Weems from being heard. He 
then said he was not to be prevented from going on. He 
always could accommodate himself to his audience, whe« 
ther they conducted themselves as gentlemen or not. 
The coughing did not diminish, and Mr. W. made some 


further remarks, which were not distinctly audible at the 
reporter’s seat. | 


PRESIDENT’S House. ‘the following was the vote on 
a motion to strike out an item in an appropriation bill for 
a north portico, which was decided in the affirmative. 
YEAS—Messrs. Addams, James C. Allen, Robert 
Allen, Alston, Armstrong, Baldwin, Barringer, Bassett, 
Blair, Brown, Carson, Chambers, Chilton, Claiborne, 
James Clark, Culpeper, Thomas Davenport, Desha, 
Duncan, Earll, Finlay, Floyd of Virginia, Forward, Fry, 
Gilmer, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Harvey, Haynes, Hea- 
ly, Hobbie, Hodges, Hoffman, Ingersoll, Isacks, Johns, 
Keese, Lecompte, Lea, Leffler, Letcher, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Magee, Marable, Markell, Martin, Marvin, Maxwell, 
McCoy, Melntire, McKee, McLean, John Mitchell, 
Thomas R. Mitchell, O’Brien, Orr, Pearce, Polk, Ram- 
say, Roane, Russell, Shepperd, - Sinnickson, Smith, 
Sprigg, Storrs, Stower, Swift, Taher, Thompson, Tracy, 
Starling Tueker, Turner, Verplanck, Weems, Whit- 
tlesey, ‘Wickliffe, James Wilson, John J. Wood, Wood- 
cock, Yancy—82. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, John Anderson, Samuel 
Anderson, Archer, Bailey, Barlow, Bartlett, Isaac C. 
Bates, Edward Bates, Beecher, Blake, Buck, Burges, 
Cendiet, Conner, Crowninshield, J. Davis, De Graff, Dor- 
sey, Dwight, Everett, Fort, Gale, Gorham, Hinds, Hunt, 
Johnson, Locke, Long, Martindale, Maynard, Mercer, 
Miller, Miner, Muhlenburg, Newton, Nuckolls, Phelps, 
Pierson, Plant, Reed, Sloan, Sprague, Swann, Suther- 
land, Taylor, Trezvant, Tucker, Vance, Vinton, Ward, 
Whipple, Ephraim K. Wilson, Silas Wood, Woods, 
Jolin C. Wright—58. 


- 
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PANAMA DOCUMENTS. 
SenateE—-Monpay, 2d Marcu, 1829. 

The following message was received from the pre- 

sident of the United States by the hands of his pri- 





NOES—Messrs. Addams, Alston, Armstrong, Bald- 
win, Bassett, Blair, Brown, Bryan, Buckner, Climbers, 
James Clark, Coulter, Findlay, Fort, Gilmer, Healy, | 
Hunt, Johns, Letcher, Little, Long, Lyon, Markell, | 
Martindale, Marvin, Maynard, McHatton, Merwin, ; 
Miller, John Mitchell, Newton, Orr, Ramsay, Richard- 
son, Roane, Russell, Sloan, Stevenson, Storrs, Stower, | 
Swift, Sutherland, ‘Tracy, Trezvant, Vinton, Whittlesey, | 
Williams, Silas Wood, John C. Wright.—49. | 

ReEvoLuTionaRy soxipiers. Inthe debate on the bill | 
for the relief of militia soldiers in the revolutionary war,— | 


vate secretary Mr. John Adams: 
To the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States of America: 
Washington, 3d March, 1829. 
I transmit herewith to congress a copy of the in- 
structions prepared by the secretary of state, and 
furnished to the minister of the United States ap- 


‘pointed to attend at the assembly of American pleni- 


potentiaries, first held at Panama, and thence trans- 
ferred to Tacubaya. The occasion for which they 
were given has passed away, and there is no present 











ho 


Dut 
Was 


nd 

li- 
im - 
put 
ine 
tin 


ll- 
nd 


be (D 


= 2 


e Ww & 


NILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 21, 1829—PANAMA DOCUMENTS, 59 





——.- 








——— 





probability of the renewal of those negotiations; but 
the purpose for which they were intended are still 
of the deepest interest to our country and to the 
world, and may hereafter call again for the active 
energies of the government of the United States. 
The motive for withholding them from general pub- 
lication having ceased, justice to the government 
from which they emanated, and to the people for 
whose benefit it was instituted, require that they 
should be made known. With this view, and from 
the consideration that the subjects embraced by 
those instructions must probably engage hereafter 
the consideration of our successors, I deem it proper 
to make this communication to both houses of con- 
gress. One copy only of the instructions being pre- 
pared, ! send it to the senate, requesting that it may 
be transmitted also to the house of representatives. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. Tazewell rose and said that, before another 
word ofthe papers was read, he moved their refer- 
ence to the committee on foreign relations. 

The reference was ordered without a division. 

Mr Chambers moved thatthe message and docu- 
ments be printed. 

Mr. Tazewell in opposition to the motion, asked 
if the senate was willing to give tothe world, with 
out previous examination, the secret instructions of 
the government. This proposition was made here a 
few days ago by a senator from Massachusetts, ip a 
resolution. It was suggested by the senator from 
South Carolina, that the documents should come to 
the senate confidentially and insecret session. The 
mover himself became satisfied of the impropriety of 
receiving them in any other way than with closed 
doors, and he modified his resolution accordingly 
What then? The senate determined not to make a 
call for documents on a president having but three 
days to live, and the resolution was iaid on the table 
Although the mover declared that he had no know. 
ledge of the president’s intentions or wishes in regard 
to the publication of these papers, yet, the resolution 
having been rejected, the president, uncalled, ob 
trudes the secret documents on the senate, after these 
documents had been referred to a committee, to be 
examined, and to be published or withheld at their 
discretion, the senator from Maryland, though he 
knows nothing of their contents, proposes to publish 
them to the world Mr. T hoped the senate would 
examine before they promulgated documents sent 
hither in the last moment of the expiring political 
life of the president. 

Mr. Chambers said he was greatly surprised at the 
opposition made to the motion to print. He regretted 
the absence from his chair of his friend from Mas. 
sachusetts,* (Mr. Webster) who had introduced the re- 
solution referred to by the senator from Virginia, be- 
cause he did not understand the motives or the ob- 
jects of that resolution to have been those which that 
senator now expressed them to be He had not un 
derstood the mover of the resolution to intimate, and 
certainly in the remarks which le himself had made 
in support of that resolution, he had not intimated, 
his motive and object to be to purify the present ex 
ecutive, or to rekindle the flames of party animosity. 
When that resolution was introduced, it was object- 
ed by the senator from South Carolina, (Mr Hayne) 
that the information asked for should be sent to the 
senate in secret session, in executive session, and 
other exceptions were taken to its language. The 
mover of the resolution acquiesced in all the sugges- 
tions of amendment, and modified his proposition 





*Messrs Webster, Johnston, of Louisiana, and Sils- 
bee, were absent, attending the funeral of Mrs. Bar- 
nard, as pall bearers, and did not return until at the 








accordingly. It was for the avowed purpose of con- 
ciliating the views, and subduing opposition, that the 
modifications were adopted, oa not as the senator 
from Virginia suggests, because the mover of the 
resolution deemed it proper to have the senate in- 
executive session to receive the communication. He 
had admired, although he believed he could not have 
imitated, the conciliatory temper of his honorable 
friend who had moved the resolution, in yielding to 
the modifications proposed when he was yet convine- 
ed that in its original form the proposition ‘Ought not 
to have received opposition. Yet what was the event? 
A strong and animated appeal was made by the sena- 
tors from Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia, and 
ultimately the resolution was defeated by a vote to 
lay it on the table. 

The main argument then urged was, the power of 
the president to communicate the document upon his 
own responsibility and the absence of all necessity 
for the call. It wasin vain we urged that these in. 
structions concluded and consummated a transaction, 
all other parts whereof were published to the world, 
that they were necessary to a correct and intelligent 
view of the subject, and proper to vindicate. the 
course we had pursued in reference to the mission— 
that the power of the president to publish and there- 
hy Sustain his agency in the measure did not take 
away or lessen our right to obtain and use the means 
in our control to sustain our agency in it—tbat our 
concern was to take care of ourselves, and as we did 
not move in this matter as the representatives of the 
executive, so it was not proper to leave us to the 
gratuitous interposition of the executive for facts 
necessary to a just judgment upon our conduct, and 
with which the American public ought to be acquaint 
ed. We were still referred to the authority of the 
executive todo in this case what it was said they had 
done before, to publish without a call, and that we 
had no cluim upon the members opposed to us, and 
who now compose the majority, to ask their aid in 
procuring them by a resolution of the senate. 

Well, sir, the president has published. By sending 
the papers to the two houses of congress, he has done 
what gentlemen said “he can do” and “let him do,’ 
and what his power to do was made the ground of 
opposition and defeat to the resolution. And what 
now do we hear? Why, that the senate must step 
between the executive and the public and arrest the 
information. Those who said a day or two ago ‘the 
president can assume the responsibility and publish 
when he pleases,” “let him do it,” now tell us they 
must examine the matter by a committee, and see if 
it is proper in their judgment, for the public eye, and 
that the president is under no responsibility for the 
effec's of the publication. If by this it be intended 
that the publication will not advance or retard the 
future elevation of the present chief magistrate toa 
political office, he concurred with the senator who 
had again repeated the remark; but the true respon- 
sibility of a public functionary was to be found in 
the odium to which they exposed themselves by un- 
wise, injurious and criminal measures, the disgust 
and contempt which pursued them into retirement, 
and fastened upon their name and reputation From 
this responsibility an officer found no relief by the 
expiration of his term of office; he could look to 
none, even with the termination of his life. The 
senate, Mr. C. continued, had no right to this paper, 
no exclusivermght. It belongsin common with us to 
the house of representatives and to the people. 

The president was at this moment, and to the last 
hour of the last day of his official existence would 
be, invested with the constitutional powers and du 
ties which belonged to the station. Amongst those 
duties was that of transmitting information and ad 
vice to both houses of congress. By an arresto 





















moment of taking the final vote. 


communications in their transit to the house from the 
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executive, do you not usurp control over both these 
co-ordinate branches? By what authority can you 
say to the president that he shal! not communicate to 
the house? And by what authority can you say to 
the house, you shail not receive a communication 
adcressed to you? The law of force may justify it, 
but none other 

It has heen said the president has obtruded papers 
on the senate contain ng secrets of the government. 
What justifies this remark? Does the senator know 
the contents of the papers, and from such knowledge 
assert their character? Does he not assume an ap 
pellate power over the opinion of the executive? 
Does he not refuse to the president the exercise of 
concurrent and co-ordinate power vested by the con- 
stitution? The executive has the right to make pub- 
lic his official acts. By sending his communication 
to congress, he dves publish tothem and tothe world, 
and this body has no right to lay hands on official 
papers in transitu, and smother them by sending them 
to a committe room, and refusing to print them. 

Mr. Berrien had no wish, he said, to inquire into 
the motives of the president or of individuals in re 
gard to this subject; but this last motion forcibly re- 
minds us of the circumstances under which the 
original motion was introcuced. The question upon 
the resolution was not whether the document should 
be published, but whether we should. gratuitously, 
invoke thew from the president, and give them pub- 
licity. The same argument which he opposed to 
the call for the papers he would now oppose to the 
motion to print them. He would exclude all con- 
sideration of the motives of these motions, but 
look at their effects. 


was to draw distinctly the lines of parties. Gen- 


tlemen avail themselves of the very few moments in| us to transmit it to the house. 
which they can have acces- to the public armory, | and 


to arm themselves for another contest. 
noi fear their weapons. 


He did 
They had been found pow- 


The effectof both motions | 








| 
} 


| 


_ a ceed 


lay these documents before the public. It was in 
his power to do whatever he wished with them; nor 
would it be anew case, should he open the secret 
drawers uf the statedepartment to make public such 
of their contents as he thought proper. 

The instru: tions to Mr. Cook were given to the 
public by the president after they had been refused 
to the house of representatives. With my assent, 
no act of ours shali sanction the publication of these 
papers. They were in a condition to get before the 
public without our agency. He would not consent 
to be made the agent in drawing from the de 
mest of state. and in publishing the history of an 
ill fated measure which had long distracted the Ame- 
rican people, and which was only called for with a 
view to revive and continue those distractions. 

Mr. Holmes of Maine’ I was opposed to the Panae 
ma mission; I suspected it would come to no good, 
and I feared it might produce mischief. My max- 
ims are to ‘let well enough alone,” and ‘‘if you cane 
not see where to go, nor what to do, itis the safest 
to stand still and do nothing.” But others thought 
well of it; public opinion was divided, and the 
missio’ being established and the ministers appoint- 
ed, | ould not withhold the appropriation for their 
com;ensation The president has communiceted to 
us he instructions to those ministers, and the pr 
sition is to print the document for the use of the se- 
naie, confidentially, The whole affair is over and 
finished, and we not only refuse the public the ine 
formation, but we are afraid to trust ourselves. 

Sir, itis a grave question whether we have the 
power to arrest here a communication sent to the 
house of representatives through us. The presi- 
dent has sent information to both houses, requesting 

It is a usual course, 
when the documents are voluminous, it is almost 
always done. It has been admitted that the presi- 
dent has, himself. the right to make public the whole 


erless for defence; they would be found equally so} transaction—and yet we are so fastidious, that we 


for offence. 


The object of the motion made the| apprehended dangers even to trust ourselves with 
other day was declared to be not the justification of | reading the communication. 


They are to be locked 


president, though that, it was said, would be its ef-| upin the bureau of the committee of foreign rela- 
fect, but to justify to gentlemen their own course. | tions, and until these confidential gentlemen have 
The real object which gentiemen had in reviving the | examined them, we are not to have a sight of them, 
discussion of the merits of this contemned and ex-| The result is, that we are to interpose to shut out 
ploded political «peculation, was to enable them, in, from the public that information which the presi- 


their retirement, or in legislative halls, to renew the 
political conflict in which they had so lately been 
defeated But this weapon would not aid them 
Sir, said Mr B. it is not for me to distrust the dec- 
Jaratiois of gentlemen [am not disp sed, on this 


| 
| 


i 


dent himself, on his own responsibility, has a ri 

to give. Sir, opposed the mission, and still believe 
1 was tight, but instead of refusing, 1 will facilitate 
every thing which may go to show me in the wrong. 
I am not afraid nor ashamed to hear and publish any 


occasion, to urge the argument of “post hoc ergo prop | man’s doctrines in opposition to my own. It is, 
ter hoc;? but how soon had these several acts. tend-| moreover, made the duty of the president, by the 


ing to the same object, followed each other 
earliest possible mument after the rejection of the 
original proposition, this message was received, and 
it was immediately followed by a motion of extra 

ordinary character The president, in the exercise 
of a power not denied to him, has sent tous the doc 

uments in such haste, that the clerks could not fur- 
nish a copy of them. But one set was furnished, 
which we were required to send tothe house of re- 
presentatives Is this asual? The president should 
have put beth houses in possession of the document, 
and he cannot make us his agents in their communi 

cation tothe other house’ But is these any thing 
unusual in resi-ting the proposition to print the pa- 
pers? Only one copy was sent. and that was refer 

rec to the committee on foreign relations Was 
there any proof that we were disposed to withhold 
the documents from publication? Why were they 
not printed? Becase they should first be examined 
by the committee, aud “bouid go tothe public ac- 
companied by a report from the committee. The 
bane and the antidote should be administered toge 

ther. But he would ask if the president would not 








In the} constitution, to make this communication. ‘He 


shall, from time to time,” that is, when on his own. 
responsivility, he deems it expedient, “communk 
cate to congress the state of the union.” A trans- 
action affecting essentially the state of the union is 
communicated, and we the senate, even with closed 
doors, are neither permitted to hear or see it. Is it 
material that the committee shall detain these docu- 
ments, that their answer shall go out yy na 
Public opinion is not to be forestalled, for the e 
of these United States will hear the whole before 
they decide But if we are, indeed, afraid to trust 
them, it is little singular that we should be afraid to 
trust ourselves. 

Mr Woodbury explained that he did not move to 
withdraw the ayes and noes under the supposition 
th tall objections to the resolution had been remov- 
ed by the modifications which it had undergone. It 
had never entered his mind that the documents 
should go before the world, promiscuously apd 
without examination. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, the motion 
was laid on the table in order that the senate might 














NILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 21, 








i829—PANAMA DOCUMENTS. 61 








—— 





receive w message from the hcuse of representatives 
Some other business having been transacted, 

Mr. Chaniders said, his colleague had declined 
upon request, to withdraw the motion to lay upon 
the table his proposition to print the Panama tn- 
structions. When gentlemen stated on th:s floor the 
existence of majorities afd minorities, he had hop- 
ed it would not be forgotten that minorities had 
rights; he had also hoped that these conceded rights 
would be respected. A proposition to read a mes- 

had been rejected—another to privt it had been 

faid on the table, whether permanent!:, or for the 
e of transacting the business now ended, was 

to seen. He had intended ‘inquire if his coi 
league had withdrawn his motion He was now 
about to move to take up the s .and it would 
be discovered whether the right of being heerd, the 
Iest remnant of the rights of a minority, would be 
denied. A motion to print a paper, communicated 
from the executive or any of the departments, was 
almost, if not altogether, “matter of course.” 
had no recollection at that moment of its being re 
fused or resisted. He might, he knew, avail himself 
of his possession of the floorto express his views, 
but it would be irregular todo so on a motion for 
consideration, and he did not choose to be driven to 
an indirect course. If it was intended to deny to 
the minority the usual courtesies belonging to legis- 


lative bodies, and this denial was tohe putin its) 


worst form to preclude even the power of debate or 
complaint, let it be so, and let the fearful responsi- 
bility of thiscourse rest on those who adoptit. He 
moved that the motion to print he now taken up. 

Mr. Holmes having desired the ayes and noes on 
the question, they were ordered. 

Mr. Berrien did not rise, he said, to oppose the 
motion, for he was ready to meet the question of 
printing directly. He rose to reply to a remark 
which fell from the senator from Maryland, regard- 
ing the respect due to “the remnant of the rights of 
the minority.” It struck him that the remark came 
with ill grace from a senator who, the other day, 
opposed a call for information on a subject highly 
important, and involving much detail. Having an 
acknowledged right to information on that eceasion, 
I asked it from the honorable senator, but did not 
receive it. Another member of the committee rose 
to give it; but, on the motion of the senator from 

land, the reading of the papers was dispensed 
with. I did not admire that course then, and I shall 
pot imitate it now. Mr. B. said. he should vote in 
favor of taking up the motion, and -hould then op- 
pose it on the grounds he had before mentioned. 
__ The motion to print was then taken up by the fol- 
lowing vote: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Barton, Berrien, Bouligny, Bur- 
net, Chambers, Chandler, Chase, Dickerson, Eaton, 
Foot, Hayne, Hendricks, Holmes, Iredell, Johnson, 
of Ky. Kane, King, Knight, McKinley, Marks, No- 
ble, Ridgely, Robbins, Rowan, Ruggles, Sanford. Sey- 
mour, Smith, of Md. Smith, of S.C. Tazewell, Ty- 
ler, White, Willey, Williams, Woodbury.—g5. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Barnard, Benton, Branch, Dud- 
ley, Prinee.—5. 


___ Mr. Hayne rose in reply to Mr. Chambers and Mr. 
Holmes, and said, that if the president desired to 
ive to the world his instructions to the ministers to 
@ congress of Panama, on his own responsibility, he 
as a member of the senate, could have no objection 
to his doing so, be the president infuenced by what 
motives he may. But when the attempt was made 
to convert this house into the mere instrument for 
the accomplishment of such a purpose, he felt dis- 
posed’to pause and inquire into the object intended 
to be accomplished by the proceeding. If the pre- 


eitent desired to shift the responsibility of laying | 


He } 
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before the world documents, which, by the practice 
of all governments, are usually locked up in the 
archives of the country, it was at least necessary 
that the senate should know precisely the character 
of the papers which they were called upon to print, 
in order that they might judge how far it was pro- 
per for them to assume the responsibility thus at- 
tempted tobe .hrown upon them. The usual and 
proper mode of proceeding was, to do, (what had 
neen dene in this case) to refer the message and 
documents tothe committee on foreign relations for 
examination, and if after they shali have been ex- 
amined, it should appear that they contain nothing 
which can compromit the character, or affect the 
future poliey of this country. he, for one, would have 
no objection to print, ai dcireulate them as widely 
as the president or his friends could desire. Those 
senators who had opposed the Panama mission from 
the beginning, could have no possible objection to 
the publication of every thing cateulated to afford 
correct information concerning that wild and visiona- 
ry project. But at the sametime, itis due [said Mr. 
H.] to ourselves and to the country, that we should 
clearly understand the true character of these doe- 
uments, before we take upon ourselves the task of 
ushering them before the world on our responsibility. 
The president might have caused them to be print- 
ed and circulated without sending them here; but, 
as he is determined to send them out under the au- 
thority of the senate, it is proper that we should re- 
sort to the usual means for obtaining authentic in- 
format on as to the true character of the documents, 
in order to determine the course proper to be pur- 
sued in relation tothem. Having referred the mes- j 
sage therefore to the committee on foreign relations, 
to whom the subject appropriately belonged, it 
‘ould be entirely out of the usual course, and as it | 
appears to me, highly improper to order them to be | 
printed, or to adopt any other measure in relation f 
to them, until we should have the result of the ex- | 
amination to which they would be subjected by that | 
committee. f 

But, there is another view of this subject, which Tj’ 
confess has excited in my mind no inconsiderable) 
distrust as to the object sought to be attained by the # 
publication of these documents. The question naz 
turally presents itself, why should the president send) 
such a message at this time? Why has the Panam: 
mission been dug up from the grave in which it ha 
quietly reposed for two years past, and be no 
thrown into this house, to disturb our deliberations 
by reviving feelings and recollections which hav 
passed away? Why revivea subject which has beeg 
forgotten by the people, and in relation to whieh 
nothing now remains to be ‘one, either by ve ex@ 
cutive or the legislature? The congress of °:sam 
though sought for with all due diligence by the ‘nig 
ister of the executive, was never found. The retug 
of non est inventus has been endorsed upon the r@ 
cords of thecountry. The expenses have been 
paid, the accounts closed, 9nd the whole affair cc 
signed to ‘‘the tomb of the Capulets.” 

Under these circumstances, no gentleman w 
deny tha: we are at least entitled to know why it 
that the subject has now heen brought before 
This is a question to which we have a right to a¢ 
rect and explicit answer, The senator from Mai 
[Mr Holmes] has attempted to give us that answ 
and what is it? Why, that the president, in send# 
us this message, is fulfilling a high constitutional 
ligation, which he is not at liberty to disregs 
The honorable gentleman tells us that the thira ¢ 
tion of the second article of the constitu :»n, 
pressly declares that the president “shail,” = 
“from time to time give to congress info .attadl 
the state of the union, and recommend to th w c@ 
deration such measures as he shall judge neces 
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and expedient.” Here, exclaims the gentleman 
triumphantly, the president is commanded to give 
us this information—he has no discretion whatever. 
and the true object of the message is merely to 
comply with the high constitutional obligation thus 
imposed upon him. But, will that gentleman be so 
kind as to inform us, how it has happened (if the 
president is under a constitutional obligation to send 
us these documents) that he has for so long a period 
neglected eertore his duty? If the president is 
bound to send us these papers now, was he not equal- 
ly bound todo so two years ago? With the com- 
mand contained in the clause of the constitution 
quoted by the gentleman, staring him in the face, 
how could the president have dared so long to ne- 
glect an important duty, which, according to the 
views of the senator, he was under the obligation 
even of an oath to perform. 

Sir, it is impossible that the president can escape 
from the dilemma in which the senator from Maine 
has thus placed him. But the senator has miscon- 
strued the constitution. In omitting to make this 
communication sooner, the president has neglected 
no duty, and in making it now, he has performed 
 . an act altogether gratuitous The information 
which the president is commanded by the constitu- 
tion to give to congress is that which shall concern 
the “state of the union.” He is to give information 
as to the condition of the country, and to recom- 
+, mend measures proper to be adopted by the legisla- 

_ ture. The messuge before us relates neither to one 
nor the other of these subjects, and it necessarily 
follows thatin sending it to us, the president must 
have some other object in view, than to fulfil the 
obligations imposed by the third section of the se- 
cond article of the constitution. I repeat the in 

uiry, therefore, what is that object? The senator 
_ | from Massachusetts, in the remarks on the resolu- 
) | tion submitted by him on the same subject two days 
i} ago, gave the true answer to this inquiry. These 
_| documents are intended to vindicate the course of 

Mr. Adams and his friends in relation to the Pana- 

ma mission. They are intended to shew that the 
fears “felt or feigned” in respect to that measure. 
_Were unfounded. They are intended to revive the 
+ | question on which great parties in the country have 
_ been divided, and to convince the people that the 
+ minority was right and the majority wrong Now, 
» sir,if the president and his friends can accomplish 
this, even at the expense of reviving those party- 
‘feelings which were so strongly excited in relation 
,to the Panama mission, they are certainly at liberty 
todoso. But, it they propose to do it with our as- 
| ‘sistance, we must at least require that the means, to 
which we are called upon to give our sanction, must 

6 wholly unexceptionable. If we are to relinquish 
he victory and fight the battle over again, we must 
t least stipulate for the use only of lawful weapons. 
The object is to prove that the Panama mission, as 
projected by Mr. Adams at the commencement of his 
dministration, and which we then denounced as 
Retiseous to the peace and safety of this country, 
vas a wise and prudent measure. And how is it 


bens to prove this? By the message and docu- 





i 
i 
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ents submitted to the senate at the time when we 
ere called upon to give our advice and consent to 
he mission? No, sir, but by the instructiuns sub- 
quently given to his ministers by the president, 
er be had probably been driven by the discussions 
re, and the force of public opinion, to abandon 
original plan entirely. In other words—it 1s pro- 
ed to shew the true objects of the mission, at ifs 
fut ion, not from the express declarations of the 
ecutive made to us at that time, but from the se- 
t instructions prepared at a subsequent period, 
ither submitted to us nor to the world, and doubt- 
isso modified as to remove most of the objec- 


tions urged here against the measure. We are to be 
brought up for trial before the public, under an ez- 
poste facto law, prepared expressly for the case, and 
this when all the cireumstances are almost forgot- 
ten. 


Panama, not only can afford no standard by « hich to 
determine the true character of the mission originally, 
but must necessarily mislead all who look to them for 
information on that subject. When the president 
first submitted the project of that mission to the sen- 
ate, it was expressly, stated that one of its objects 
was to instruct the people of South America in the 
principles of religious freedom; another object very 
dist netly indicated, was, the formation, this side of 
the Atlantic, of ‘an alliance of free states,” as a 
counter oise to “the holy alliance” of Europe, and 
another was. the redemption of Mr Monroe’s cele- 
brated pledge on that subject. A new code of na- 
tional law was to be introduced, and, in short, mat- 
ters deeply involving the neutral relations, and future 
policy of this country, were to be discussed and set- 
tled. But, sir, when the impolicy and danger of such 
a mission had been demonstrated by those with whom 
I had the honor to act on that memorable occasion, 
the president changed his ground entirely. Instead 
of introducing the principles of religious freedom, 
“the right of burial,’”? was merely to be secured to 
American citizens, and, in short, the whole charac- 
ter of the mission was so completely changed, that, 
in its new dress, it could hardly be recognised by 
friends or foes. Three different metamorphoses did 
the Panama mission undergo, before it was suffered 
to appear »efore the public, dangerous, as it assured- 
ly was, in its original design, it was finally reduced 
toa mere empty pageant before it received the sanc- 
tion of congress, and no one has ever doubted, that 
the instructions subsequently given, must have been 
made to conform with the new character it had as- 
sumed. These documents, it is naturally to be pre- 
sumed, afford very sufficient evidence, that the presi- 
dent, in preparing instructions for his plenipotentia- 
ries, was not unmindful of those he had himself re- 
ceived from the representatives of the people in this 
and the other branch of the national legislature It 
is hardly indeed to be supposed, that the American 
plenipotentiaries were authorised to enter into any 
arrangements that could compromit our neutrality 
after the house of representatives had, by an express 
resolution, positively declared that it was not their 
intention to sanction any such proceeding. If, sir, 
the object of the president be, as has been avowed, 
to give to the American people full and correct infor- 
mation as to the true character of the Panama mis- 
sion, that object has already been fully accomplished, 

The three sets of documents communicated to the 
senate and house of representatives have all been 
published, accompanied by the explanatory messages 
of the president, and the arguments of all those who 
took the different sides of the question. The public 
mind has been made up with all the lights that the 
facts of the case and the most elaborate arguments 
could afford. The instructions, if intended to bear 
at all on the question of the true character of the 
mission, as originally projected, can have none but a 
delusive effect, and, therefore, the president has no 
cloaim that we should lend our aid to their publica- 
tion I think it proper, however, to add, that, if it 
shall appear on examination, that these documents 
contain nothing which the interests of the country 
require to be kept secret, | shall have no objection 
to their publication. The most that l should, in that 
event, require, would be, that these papers should be 
printed in connexion with the others, so as to present, 
in one view, the original plan of the Panama mission, 
and the modifications it has subsequently undergone. 
Such a publication, in bringing the whole case before 





The instructions tothe ministers at the congress of 
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the public, would enable them to award the meed of 
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praise or of censure to those who have taken part in 
this great controversy. But, until we shall have the 


| report of the committee of foreign relations upon 


these papers, we ought not totake another stepin the 
business. This proceeding on the part of the presi- 
dent, in throwing these papers into the senate, at the 
very close of his political life, appears to me so ex- 
traordinary, that I do not feel disposed to act without 
the utmost caution and deliberation; and, under all 
the circumstances of the case, I must acknowledge 
that I do not feel the force of the appeals made on 
this occasion to our justice and liberality. 

Mr Chambers said he as unable to discover the 
force of the objection urged by the senator from 
South Carolina. A pervading error ran through his 
whole argument. The senator assumes the contents 
of the paper to be such as torender their publication 
improper. The obvious answer to this was, that the 
constitution had made the president the judge of that 
matter: it gave to him the power to divulge to con- 
gress, and to the public, what, on his responsibility, 
he might think it safe and proper to communicate 
It did not give to the senate an appellate power over 
his judgment. The senate was no more the consti- 
tutional guardian of the president than of the house 
of representatives But this doctrine, practically 
carried out, would make it the guardian of both. 
When the president sends a message to the house, 
we are first to examine whether it is discreet in him 
to send it; and this kindiy office being performed to 
him, we are then to ascertain whether it is discreet 
to allow the house to receive his message. Sir, if 
such powers be assumed by the senate, who is to as- 
sign limit to them? What becomes of the co ordin 
ate branches of your government? What becomes 
of the constitution? The senate will be your govern- 
ment, and all other departments its dependents. 

These doevnrents do not belong to you alone. They 
are equally the property of the other house; and they 
are now made public; and, therefore, their contents 
are the property of the public. Has not any mem- 
ber, at this instant, the right to go to your file, trans- 
cribe any part; or the whole of their contents, and 
publish them in the newspaper, without violating any 
rule of the senate, any rule of law. or any rule of 
propriety? Certainly he has. It was altogether un- 
important what were the contents of the papers. 
They were already public, and on the responsibility 
of the president. The instrumentality of the senate 
was not asked or required, and it was only the exer- 
cise of some power by the senate which could now 
withhold their contents from the house of represen- 
tatives, and the nation. He denied the existence of 
such a power in the senate. Whence did they de- 
rive it? or why should they possess it? The senate 
iS not responsible, if the president has acted indis- 
creetly, as the argument assumes, although the sen- 
ator admits he does not know the contents of the pa- 
pers, and, of course, cannot know that their publi- 
cation will do mischief. 

_ Unless the senate be prepared to assume the func- 
tions and responsibility which the constitution has 
vested in the executive, and indeed those which be- 
long to the house ef representatives also, it cannot 
arrest what is sent by the one to the other in the 
course of official duty. It is not only a direct vio- 
lation of the right of the executive to send, and of 
the house to receive, those papers, but it is a palpa- 
ble infraction of the right of the people to know what 
occurs in the progress of congressional proceedings. 
Was it ever heard of before that, in relation to facts 
disclosed with all the forms of a public proceeding 


in an open session of congress, either this or any | judgment. 





and this too, for the avowed purpose of concealing 
their existence? 

How, he asked, does thiscourse compare with that 
of the senate when the Panama mission was advised? 
The majority of that day did not hesitate to give to 
the people all the facts before them Noone resisted 
it. The mission had been determined on, and whether 
the documents were published or no, the ministers 
would be sent out. But the question had excited 
public interest, and the nation had a just claim to all 
the information which would enable them to judge 
whether the policy was wise Did we meet the de- 
mand to publish, by asking if gentlemen intended to 
perpetuate acrimonious feelings? By adverting tothe 
danger of exposing our notions of the course of policy 
to be pursued to these nations? By suggesting the 
necessity of employing the agency of a committee to 
send out an “‘antidote with the bane?” As if we 
feared to trust the honesty or the intelligence of the 
American public. No, sir. all the documents we had 
were published, and thousands of copies dispersed 
over the whole surface of this union; and all the la- 
bored arguments of our opponents accompanied them. 
Now we ask the same justice, and our ease is a much 
strongerone What we have published isa part only, 
and we ask to publish the remaining part, which is 
necessary toa right understanding of the whole; what 
is published was the ground work against which was 
levelled ail the predictions of excited apprehension. 
Now we ask you not to conceal from the public eye 
the finished and completed superstructure, 

The people have not only aright to know, but a 
deep interest to know. They are the sovereign power 
of the nation, and we their servants. To their judg- 
ment of our political conduct we are amenable; and 


it is our duty to enlighten that judgment by giving: 
They are compe'ent, when the whole~ 


them facts 
case is before them, to take a correct view; and it is 
an insult to their intelligence to withhold the facts 
from them until you can issue your glossary, your 
commentary, from a committee to tell them how to 
estimate the facts. Your committee can but give 
opinions and thus prejudge the case by the weight 
of their authority. Are gentlemen afraid the decis- 
ion will be against them on the naked fact, and can 
they not confide in public opinion unless it be direct- 
ed by a commentary from a committee? Sir, this 
sort of doctrine does not seem to be of the genuine 
republican stamp, which is so much the prevailing 
fashion of the times. 

Mr. C. yielded no credit to the notion that the 
tenor and spirit of the instructions were modified in 
consequence of arguments in opposition to the mea- 
sure on this floor. Unless the senator from South 
Carolina possessed information which had not been 
confided to him, he must be permitted to express his 
total dissent to that opinion. It was certainly not the 
usual practice in politics, nor in war, to adopt the 
advice of opponents: and he could not but smile, when 
it was intimated thatthe present chief magistrate had 
abandoned bis own concerted views, and the advice 
of his friends, to adopt the suggestions of his politi- 
cal adversaries in this body. But allow all this to be 
so. Whence do gentlemen derive the evidence of 
mutation in the executive will? They do not profess 
to have other knowledge than that the documents 
furnish. They insist that the ‘‘tone was lowered,” 
between the period of the message to the senate and 
the one subsequently made to the house, and have no 
doubt ‘‘the tone is still lower’ in these instructions. 
If this be so, le: 't avail to the advantege of the gen- 
tlemen and their friends. Let the nation have the 
papers, and see this fact, and form a corresponding 

We do not ask shelter under the kind 


other branch of the government had interposed to lay | feetings of the gentlemen to protect us against the 


its hands on the materials by which those facts were | consequent censure. 


to he acquired and shut them up in a committee room? 


No: we are w.lling to bear, as 
we ought to bear, the whole weight of our errors on 
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our own shoulders. Certainly we do not expect this 
weight to be diminished by a report from the com- 
mittee. | 
If gentlemen can see in these papers the continued 
mutation of purpose which is a concession of origi- 
nal #rror, tg not allow the public to examine them 
and deduce for themselves the same results? Will 
ntlemen assert that the people are ignorant, and 
unfit te know and understand? Why, they are our 
constitutional judges, ond they will retain us in their 
service or dismiss us, according to their estimate of 
our political fidelity and correctness. And wecannot 
estion their capacity to understand. Being on trial 
before them, we call for the evidence—the evidence 
of facts, not of the opinions of a committee, who, 
however intelligent, (and their distinguished talents 
and intelligence is conceded) have no more claims to 
rejudge the case, than any other three or four men 
S auatetna Ker, indeed, so much, because, having 
bees jong since committed by opinions avowed to the 


ee 


Before he concluded, he must ask indulgence '” 
reply to one singular proposition asserted by the 
senator from Georgia, [Mr Berrien], and repeated 
by the senator from South Carolina, [Mr- Hayne, 
It is, that a refusal to print is not to arrest the pa- 
pers, nor evincive ofa disposition to keep them from 
»the house of representatives and the nation. Wha‘ 
are the facts? An important paper is sent to the 
two houses of congress but afew hours before their 
adjournment. Instead of sending the original to 
the house, after making us acquainted with its con- 
tents, the course is to refuse to let the paper be read, 


to send the original to a committee for the avowed | 
purpose of examining whether they think it proper | 
to be made public, and to refuse the usual motion to | 


print, upon the ground that dangerous disclosures 


may be made thereby. And with ail these facts be- | § 


fore us, and knowing as we do, that the house will 


adjourn in two or three hours, and perhaps sooner, | 


we are told it is not intended to arrest these papers, 


world, they have ceased to he impartial. | ond prohibit their seeing them. Why, sir, this ap- 
Gentlemen on the other side have made allusions to| pears to be adding mockery to positive injury; to take 


{he Panama mission in terms to cultivate their own 
inions in regard to it. ‘*Non est inventus” is return- 
ed, ‘it isdead.” ‘Protestant missionaries,” cotmter 
‘“tholy alliance,” and such like phrases, have been 
used. To what end are these hard names applied? 
This is neither the time, place, nor occasion for a 
discussion of the merits of that measure. This dis- 
cussion has been had, and we are contented to abide 
the issue when presented to the sober judgment of 
the people upon the facts. What was speculation | 
fhen is history now, and time, which discloses all 
things, has furnished in these documents. a test, by 
which to ascertain if the dangers then so feelingly 
redicted, ever had existence. But gentlemén seem 
to shrink from this test, and to observe the prudent 
caution of taking off its influence by applying to it 
Ogly names and harsh epithets Sir, this will not 
prevent an intelligent community from a sober inves- 
tigation of the truth, even through the mist of preju- 
dice now thrown around it. 

The idea suggested on a former occasion, and 
then repelled, is again introduced, that these papers 
are to be published to propa falling administration. 
The senator from Georgia, |Mr. Berrien] has kind- 
ly admonished us of the delicacy of our situation, 
of the inferences it will occasion, of the maxim post 
hocergo propter hoc Sir, said Mr. C. when I make) 
an assertion on this floor in relation to facts neces- 
sarily within my personal knowledge, I call no col- 
lateral testimony to verify it. I would disdain to go 
in search of collateral evidence; a conscious integri- 
ty tells me none is required. Ona former debate, 
I have said, and I now repeat, that I never exchang- 
eda word of conversation with the president on 
the subject of publishing these instructions, nor 
did I know if he wished their publication, and I now 
add, that until his message was delivered here this 
morning, I was uninformed of his purpose to send 
it. I do not understand the gentleman from Geor- 
gia to question the accuracy of that statement, or I 
should hold myself compelled to repel it indignant- 


ly. 
vr. Berrien said, the gentleman was perfectly right 
He had too much respect for himself, and for every 
member of the senate, to call in question the vera- 
city of any statement made on this floor 

ur. Chambers resumed The motion was to print 
the papers without commentary; the people were 
not so ignorant as to require a guide in this matter; 
and if an instructor was necessary, he could not 
think it altogether fit to employ on this duty a com- 
mittee prejudiced by a long course of avowed hos- 
tility to the measure, and inflamed by reports, 
speeches, and declamation, to present it in its worst 


form. 


from the house its property, in the first piece, and 
to langh in its face in the second. We ail know it 
is physica'ly impossible for the committee to examine 
and report upon this message before the present 
house of representatives, to whom it is as much ad- 
dressed as to us, shall have adjourned—and adjourn- 
ed never to meet again. Its constitutional term wil! 
expire, and another house will not meet till the 
largest part of the year has passed by, and that not 
the hous: to which the paper is addressed. In every 
view of the subject, then, it was proper the senate 
should not interpose to withhold them—that they 
should go, and go now—to the house of representa- 
tives and to the nation. 


Mr. Foot said, that some of the remarks of the 
gentleman from South Carolina probably referred 
to the message of Mr. Monroe, rather than to any 
communications of Mr Adams. Gentlemen ask what 
is the object of the president in publishing the doe- 
uments? The question can be answered in the pre- 
sident’s own words. He has stated his object in 
his message. Mr. F. called for the reading of the 
message. 

The message having been read— 

Mr Benton rose, he said, to make a single remark. 
The message and documents had been referred to 
the appropriate committee, from which we should 
have a report concerning them, but if, in the mean 
time, the president should be eager to publish them, 
he can do it by virtue of the same authority by which 
he published the secret instructions given to Mr. 
Cook, the agent of the United States in Cuba. 


The question being taken, the motion to print the 
the message and documents was lost, by the follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Bouligny, Burnet, Cham- 
bers, Chase, Foot, Hendricks, Holmes, Johnston, of 
Louisiana, Knight, Marks, Noble, Robbins, Sanford, 
Seymour, Silsbee, Webster, Willey —18. 

NAYS—Messrs Barnard, Benton, Berrien, Branch, 
Chandler, Dickerson, Dudley, Eaton, Hayne, Iredell, 
Johnson, of Ken. Kane, King, McKinley, Prince, 
Ridgely, Rowan, Smith, of Md Smith, of South Ca- 
rolina, Tazewell, Tyler, White, Williams, Wood- 
bury—24. 

Mr. Tazewell asked whether a motion to transfer 
the message and documents from the legislative to 
to the executive journal would be in order. 


The vice president said, he presumed it would be in 
order. There were no instances of transfers from 
the legisiative to the executive journal; but trans- 
fers from the executive to the legislative journal 
were not unfrequent. The motion was made and 

‘carried in the affirmative, by a vote of 25 to 16 
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